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 (Omaha, NE) – In the fall of 2005, photographer William Wylie took a detour 

along Route 36 in Kansas at the suggestion of his friend, the poet Merrill 

Gilfillan. Looking simply to avoid the monotony of another trip across Interstate 

70, Wylie discovered a landscape of small towns, farms, riverways, and open 

prairie that called him back year after year. A series of fifty-four of his Route 36 

photographs opens January 26 at Joslyn Art Museum and continues through  

May 12.  

In their appreciation of the landscape and the familiar yet dignified 

architecture of the towns that punctuate Route 36, Wylie’s images call to mind Walker Evans’ iconic 

photographs from the 1930s as well as those of Nebraska native Wright Morris, who portrayed his home 

state with understated grace. Wylie is also one of the most successful advocates of spare formal style that 

evolved from the New Topographics movement in the 1970s, describing the landscape in a manner both 

precise and affectionate, the stoic facades of abandoned buildings and quietly struggling communities 

balanced by the unassuming contours and open vistas of the plains landscape. Describing the regular 

cadence of the highway as it slowed for each town and then opened again to reveal a softly rolling horizon 

or serpentine riverbed, Wylie’s photographs capture grain elevators, cinderblock storefronts, and the twisted 
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arms of ancient cottonwoods, narrating a familiar but slowly disappearing landscape. “Walking the hills on a 

hot summer day,” he wrote, “with grasshoppers flying in every direction and a thunderhead building on the 

horizon, my experience of time became at once more immediate and more vast.” 

Wylie is recognized as one of the foremost contemporary landscape photographers, attentively 

documenting the Rocky Mountains and high plains for the past two decades. He has published four books 

of his photographs, all concerned with landscape and place. He received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 

photography in 2005, and his photographs can be found in the permanent collections of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, National Gallery of Art, Smithsonian American Art Museum, and Yale University Art Gallery. 

Wylie lives in Charlottesville, where he teaches photography at the University of Virginia.  
  

Exhibition Related Events  
  

Members-only Preview 

On Friday, January 25, Joslyn members will enjoy a private preview of the exhibition (along with two 

other exhibitions opening the same day: Ten Masterworks from the Whitney Museum of American Art and 

Jennifer Steinkamp: Madame Curie). Those interested may join Joslyn online at www.joslyn.org. 
  

Gallery Talk with William Wylie 

The public is invited for a stimulating discussion in the exhibition Route 36 with Toby Jurovics, Chief 

Curator and Holland Curator of American Western Art, and photographer William Wylie on Saturday, March 

9. A book signing immediately follows the 1 pm talk, which is free with regular Museum admission. Wylie’s 

books are available for purchase in Joslyn’s Hitchcock Museum Shop.  
 

Free Family Fun Day 

Celebrate the Wylie exhibition, and two other special exhibitions, at this free Family Fun Day on Sunday, 

March 10, from 1 to 4 pm. Everyone is welcome! Sponsored in part by the Joslyn Art Museum Association. 
  

Curator Gallery Talks  

Thursdays, February 28 and April 11 at 6:30 pm, Toby Jurovics, Joslyn’s Chief Curator & Holland Curator 

of American Western Art, will give gallery talks in the exhibition. The talks are free with regular Museum 

admission, which is $5 on Thursdays from 4-8 pm. A cash bar will be available at each event beginning at  

5 pm. 

  

-30- 

 

http://www.joslyn.org/


 

PICTURED: (PAGE 1, LEFT TO RIGHT)  Near Home, Kansas, Summer 2007; Lebanon, Kansas, Spring 2006; Near Axtell, Kansas, 
Summer 2007;  all William Wylie, gelatin silver prints, courtesy of the artist 
 

 

Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his 
fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest 
examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of marble from seven countries. The Walter and 
Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was designed by renowned British architect 
Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, 
education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, and shop. 
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