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Kon Trubkovich 
A Riley Contemporary Artists Project Gallery Exhibition 

 
Opens June 20 at Joslyn Art Museum 

  

 (Omaha, NE) – On June 12, 1987, President Ronald Reagan stood in front of the famed Brandenburg 

Gate, a checkpoint between East and West Berlin, and before a crowd of 20,000 cheering Germans, urged 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall. Russian-born artist Kon Trubkovich (b. 1979, 

Moscow) does not recall watching this fateful speech. For Trubkovich, the events of June 12, 1987, belong 

to a shared consciousness, forming a pivotal moment in history that happened to everyone and no one at  
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the same time. Trubkovich, who immigrated to the United States when he was eleven years old, explains 

that he feels little connection to his life in the former Eastern Bloc, largely because the Soviet Union he 

knew no longer exists. As such, the notion of disconnection—from places, people, and experiences—features 

prominently in his work.  

Trubkovich’s Riley CAP Gallery exhibition at Joslyn (June 20 through October 11) draws from a project 

the artist began in 2011 that calls upon his own memories as well as our collective capacity to remember. 

Once finished, this new body of work will encompass 48 paintings — 24 depicting his mother and 24 

featuring Ronald Reagan. Each set of paintings correlates to one second, or 24 frames, of video footage, the 

former taken during a going away party before the artist’s family left Russia, the latter from the 

Brandenburg Gate speech. While viewing video footage on a screen, the artist isolates specific frames by 

pausing the tape. He then translates these moments into drawings and paintings, distorting and abstracting 

the original images to mimic the visual disintegration inherent in the video medium and to call attention to 

the fragility of memory. The artist is adamant that painting something repeatedly does not stem from a 

desire to forge a connection with a lost memory, but rather is a way to unload an image of its connotations 

and remind us of how powerful the passage of time can be. At Joslyn, Trubkovich presents a Reagan 

painting completed in 2014 alongside a selection of small drawings created specifically for this exhibition 

and a recently-completed video piece inspired by the folk song “House of the Rising Sun.” 

Admission to Kon Trubkovich is included in Joslyn’s free general Museum admission. 

 A Talk with the Artist 

The public is invited to hear Kon Trubkovich discuss his work on Thursday, August 20, at 6:30 pm (cash bar 

opens at 5 pm) at the Museum. Admission is free. 
 

About Joslyn’s Riley CAP Gallery 

A 500-square-foot space in the Scott Pavilion suite of galleries, the Riley CAP Gallery showcases nationally- 

and internationally-recognized artists, as well as emerging talent, selected by Joslyn curators. A rotating  

schedule of carefully focused exhibitions will examine how artists engage with the world and respond to the 

issues that challenge them creatively, bringing new perspectives on contemporary art to Nebraska.  

Riley CAP Gallery artists will be invited to Joslyn for lectures and other public programs, giving audiences 

the opportunity to gain insight into creative processes and contribute to an expanded dialogue about new art. 

The first Joslyn gallery dedicated exclusively to living artists, the Riley CAP Gallery represents an important step 

in making contemporary art an even more integral component of the Museum’s exhibition programming. 
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PICTURED (PAGE 1):  Kon Trubkovich (b. 1979, Moscow), My soul doesn’t have one grey hair, 2014, oil on canvas, 72 x 60 inches, 
Courtesy the artist and Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York, © Kon Trubkovich, Photo credit: Jason Wyche 

 
Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision —To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha 
from Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper 
Union. The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 
38 types of marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built 
in 1994, was designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum 
features galleries, a 1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, 
sculpture garden, café, shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration (new in 2014). 

General Museum Admission: Free (the Andrew Borowiec exhibition is included in free general Museum admission).               
Regular Museum Hours (includes exhibition): Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; 
closed Monday and major holidays.   
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