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Jennifer Steinkamp: 
Madame Curie 

 

Opens January 26 at Joslyn Art Museum 
  

 

 (Omaha, NE) – Jennifer Steinkamp’s multi-channel, synchronized video work, 

Madame Curie, 2011, presents a sixty-foot wide projection of swirling, 

intertwined flowers that glide across the gallery wall in a seemingly endless 

procession. The video installation opens at Joslyn Art Museum on January 26 and 

continues through May 12.  

Inspired by Steinkamp’s research into atomic energy and explosions and the 

effects of these forces on nature, this recent work takes its name from the 

scientist Marie Curie (1867–1934), who is best known for receiving two Nobel 
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Prizes for creating the theory of radioactivity and discovering the elements radium and polonium.  

Curie was also an avid gardener. Drawing from a list of over 40 flowering plants that appear in Curie’s 

biography, written by her daughter Eve, Steinkamp created realistic depictions of apple blossoms, daisies, 

fuschia, periwinkle, rambler rose, Virginia creeper, and wisteria, among others. Employing a complex 

computer algorithm, Madame Curie is an enveloping, panoramic world of interwoven branches and 

blossoms that strikes a taut balance between the natural world and computer-generated imagery. Originally 

commissioned by the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, Madame Curie is presented at Joslyn in a 

three-channel format for the first time since its original installation.  

Steinkamp, born in Denver in 1958 and now based in Los Angeles, is one of the most respected digital 

video artists working today. Her animations utilize powerful digital projectors to engage architectural 

spaces in ways that either emphasize or dissolve the character of the sites where they are presented. 

Inspired by the west coast Light and Space artists of the late 1960s and 1970s, who sought to capture 

subtle atmospheric effects through minimalist gallery installations, Steinkamp asks her audiences to 

contemplate their surroundings as not simply a matter of space, but also as factors of time, perception, and 

memory. Madame Curie will undoubtedly delight with its vibrant spring colors that challenge the gray days 

of the Midwestern winter, as well as by testing perceptions of history, science, and the human relationship 

to nature.   

Exhibition Related Events  
  

Members-only Preview 

On Friday, January 25, Joslyn members will enjoy a private preview of the exhibition (along with two 

other exhibitions opening the same day: Ten Masterworks from the Whitney Museum of American Art and 

Route 36: Photographs by William Wylie). Artist Jennifer Steinkamp will be the special guest speaker for 

the event. Those interested may join Joslyn online at www.joslyn.org. 
 

Valentine’s Day at the Museum 

Romantics can impress their sweethearts with an evening of sweet art! On Thursday, February 14, 

beginning at 6 pm, guests will enjoy cocktails, tasty hors d’oeuvres, and the smooth sound of jazz guitarist 

Dan Livingston in Joslyn’s fountain court. Appetizers include sesame chicken with plum sauce, bacon-

wrapped water chestnuts, stuffed mushroom caps with sausage and cheese, Santa Fe chicken tarts, assorted 

 
 

-more- 



add 2-2-2-2 
Jennifer Steinkamp: Madame Curie at Joslyn Art Museum 
 
fruits, vegetables, cheeses and lavosh, and dessert bars. At 7 pm Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art 

Karin Campbell will introduce visitors to the work of artist Jennifer Steinkamp. Advance reservations are 

required: $25 Joslyn members; $35 general public (includes one free drink ticket, then cash bar). Make your 

reservations at joslyn.org or contact Joslyn’s director of adult programs at (402) 661-3862 or 

sseverson@joslyn.org. 
 

Free Family Fun Day 

Celebrate the Steinkamp show, and two other special exhibitions, at this free Family Fun Day on Sunday, 

March 10, from 1 to 4 pm. Everyone is welcome! Sponsored in part by the Joslyn Art Museum Association. 
  

Science Café — Marie Curie: She Liked Flowers, Too  

On Tuesday, April 16, at 7 pm, the public is invited to join Karin Campbell, Joslyn’s Phil Willson Curator 

of Contemporary Art, for a dialogue exploring the intersection of science and art at a Science Café 

presented by the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Held in casual settings, like pubs and coffeehouses, 

the Science Cafés provide a comfortable atmosphere for people without science backgrounds to engage in 

conversations organized around topics related to the sciences. The April 16 event will be held at Slowdown 

in Omaha’s North downtown and is free. Joslyn’s installation of artist Jennifer Steinkamp’s monumental, 

digital video projection, Madame Curie, is sure to get people talking.  

  

The Science Behind the Scenes 

A Partnership with Omaha’s Botanical Center 

Inspired by Jennifer Steinkamp’s technical and systematic manipulation of nature, this Joslyn/Lauritzen 

Gardens program offers a unique connection between the two institutions. On Sunday, April 28, beginning 

at 1 pm at Joslyn Art Museum, participants will enjoy an introduction to the exhibition Jennifer Steinkamp: 

Madame Curie. Following the gallery talk, participants will travel via shuttle bus to Lauritzen Gardens where 

they will receive a special behind-the-scenes tour of production greenhouses where expert horticulturalists 

research, study, propagate and grow many of the plants that end up on public display in the Gardens, 

including the dramatic presentation of tulips promising peak performance at the end of April. Garden 

educators will discuss how such plantings are conceived, designed, and executed before participants head 

back to the Museum. Space is limited and advanced reservations are required: $25 Joslyn and Lauritzen 

Gardens members; $35 general public. Contact Joslyn’s Director of Adult Programs at sseverson@joslyn.org 

or (402) 661-3862.  
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PICTURED: (PAGE 1) Jennifer Steinkamp (American, b. 1958), Madame Curie, 2011, multi-channel, synchronized projection, Collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, 

Museum purchase with funds provided by Joan and Irwin Jacobs. Photo by Robert Wedemeyer. 

 

 

Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his 
fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest 
examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of marble from seven countries. The Walter and 
Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was designed by renowned British architect 
Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, 
education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, and shop. 
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