
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE 
 

For Immediate Release  Contacts: Joslyn Art Museum — Amy Rummel, Director of Marketing 
April 2, 2018    and Public Relations, (402) 661-3822 or arummel@joslyn.org 

      

Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium — Public Relations 
     Department, (402) 980-9285 

NATURE/PLAY 

Presented by Joslyn Art Museum & Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 
 

Saturday, April 14, 1–4 pm @ Joslyn Art Museum 
 

 (Omaha, NE) — Everyone is invited for a FREE afternoon of family fun exploring art and nature in playful 

ways! Presented in partnership with Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium, this event at Joslyn Art Museum 

will feature gallery and garden activities highlighting plants, animals, and natural habitats. Participants should 

come prepared to trek the Museum, indoors and out.  
 

 Outside, guests can play in Joslyn's Discovery Garden and visit with garden staff about this beautiful 

space that is both a certified wildlife habitat and monarch waystation. 

 In the galleries, Joslyn and Zoo docents will introduce visitors to artworks featuring a falcon, a tiger, 

oceans, and the Plains, complete with touchable "bio facts” to examine. 
 

-more- 
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 Nature–based art-making throughout the Museum: create paper embedded with flower seeds; paint and 

print with unusual natural materials, inspired by Ed Ruscha and the Word/Play exhibition; and make 

environmental flags, taking one home and contributing one to a collaborative piece.  

 Other activities include nature games, storytelling by Brian Priesman, and the opportunity to meet some 

live “animal ambassadors” from the Zoo!  
  

 Tickets for the temporary exhibition Word/Play (details below) are always free for Joslyn members and youth 

17 and younger; $5 discounted ticket admission for general public adults during this event. 

 

 Word/Play is the first major exhibition to feature internationally-renowned artist Ed Ruscha in his home 
state of Nebraska. Born in Omaha in 1937, Ruscha lived in the city for several years before his family moved to 
Oklahoma City. In 1956, he relocated to Los Angeles to study commercial art at the Chouinard Art Institute (now 
called CalArts), and quickly became a fixture in the highly energized West Coast art scene. Word/Play traces 
some of the most important developments in Ruscha’s career over the last sixty years, bringing together prints, 
photographs, and artist books dating from the 1960s through 2015, accompanied by a selection of major 
paintings. Ruscha is known for his deft talent for combining imagery and text, his incisive reading of the 
landscapes of the American West, and his ongoing commitment to transforming the mundane into the 
extraordinary. Word/Play continues at Joslyn through Sunday, May 6.  
  

 
Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest quality, fostering 
appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from Sarah Joslyn in memory of 
her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest 
examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-
square-foot addition built in 1994, was designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features 
galleries, a 1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, shop, and Art Works, 
an interactive space for art exploration. 
General Museum Admission: Free (additional charge for general public adult tickets and non-UNMC college students to Word/Play).  
Regular Museum Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; closed Monday and major holidays. 

www.joslyn.org  |  (402) 342-3300  |  2200 Dodge Street  |  Omaha, NE 68102 

 

 
Consistently ranked as one of the world’s top five zoos, Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium is an independent 
not-for-profit organization accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). The Zoo is recognized nationally 
for its conservation, animal care and exhibit design. As a leader in conservation, the Zoo’s Center for Conservation and 
Research focuses on areas to benefit animal husbandry and species conservation including conservation genetics, 
conservation medicine, rare plant conservation, reproductive sciences and comparative nutrition. 

www.omahazoo.com  |  (402) 733-8400  |  3701 S. 10th Street  |  Omaha, NE 68107 

 



Join us @ Joslyn ‐ Admission is FREE! 

NATURE/PLAY Saturday, April 14, 1‐4 pm 

Presented by Joslyn Art Museum & Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 

 

SCOTT PAVILION 

Swanson  & Yanney Galleries  EXHIBITION 
See Word/Play, featuring prints, photos, and paintings by Omaha‐ 
born artist Ed Ruscha. Tickets required from admissions desk: FREE for 

Joslyn members and all children; general public adults $5 today. 
 

Strauss Bridge  ART‐MAKING 
Inspired by art in the exhibition Word/Play, explore printmaking 
and make a wild statement of your own! 

 

MEMORIAL BUILDING 

Storz Fountain Court  ART‐MAKING 
Create two environmental flags – one to add to a collaborative 
piece and one to take home. 

Galleries  ART/BIO FACTS 
Find the four paintings highlighted on the map and explore 
related natural materials ‐ like fur and feathers ‐ up close. 

Lower Level 

Abbott Lecture Hall  ANIMAL AMBASSADORS 
Meet a live animal visitor at 1 and 3 pm. 

Omaha  Steaks Conference Room  NATURE TALES 
Enjoy storytelling with Brian Priesman at 1:30 and 2:30 pm. 

 

Art Works: A  Place  for Curiosity  ARTFUL PLAY 
Discover nine activity stations for creative, hands‐on fun. 

 

SCULPTURE GARDENS 

Discovery Garden  GARDEN SHOW‐&‐TELL 
Stop by at 2 pm to learn about Joslyn’s garden – both a certified 
wildlife habitat and a monarch waystation – from Kyle Johnson. 

Throughout the Gardens  ANIMAL AMBASSADORS & NATURE GAMES 
Watch for tiny animal visitors on the move at 1:30 and 3:30 pm 
(weather permitting), and play nature games throughout the day. 

East Staircase Landing  ART‐MAKING 
Get messy making paper embedded with flower seeds.   


