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Exhibition of Monumental Works by World-Renowned Fiber Artist Sheila Hicks  
On View at Joslyn Art Museum This Summer 

   

(Omaha, NE) – “In all of the cultures of the world, textile is a 

crucial and essential component. Therefore, if you’re beginning with 

thread, you’re half way home. There’s a level of familiarity that 

immediately breaks down any prejudice.”1 — Sheila Hicks 

Sheila Hicks: Material Voices at Joslyn Art Museum honors Hicks’s 

unique vision, examining how her visual language has been shaped by 

memory, place, and space. Drawing on global weaving traditions, the 

history of painting and sculpture, graphic design, and architecture, 

among her many sources, she has redefined the role of fiber and 

thread in art. From monumental architectural interventions to her 

miniature weavings known as minimes, Hicks’s compositions combine 

an aptitude for color, line, and texture with her inimitable 

understanding of architectural space. Organized by Joslyn, Sheila 

Hicks: Material Voices is one of the most significant recent exhibitions 

of Hicks’s work and the first-ever of this breadth and depth in her 

home state of Nebraska.  

-more- 

                                                 
1
 Source: Ford Foundation, “Sheila Hicks: Begin with Thread,” YouTube video, 4:56, October 14, 2015, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6AmOfuBw5s 
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 Hicks was born in Hastings, Nebraska, in 1934 and trained as a painter at 

the Yale University School of Art, taking courses with famed color theorist 

Josef Albers, pre-Columbian art scholar George Kubler, and the architect 

Louis Kahn. Although she had learned to embroider and knit early in life, 

Hicks became interested in textiles in 1956 while studying Latin American 

art. The following year, she traveled to South America, a formative 

experience for the young artist. With Santiago, Chile, as her home base, 

Hicks toured the continent to photograph the landscape and historical sites 

and learn indigenous weaving techniques. These textile practices, along with 

other skills the artist discovered during her extensive travels — such as  

back-strap weaving and Moroccan and Guatemalan rug-making —  

continue to inform Hicks’s approach, even as she has developed new ways to 

use thread. 

Upon completing her degree at Yale, Hicks lived for several years in 

Mexico before moving to Paris in 1964, where she still resides today. Her 

work has taken her across the globe, from Scandinavia, to Northern Africa, 

to the Indian Subcontinent, and now, on the occasion of her exhibition at 

Joslyn, back to the Midwestern United States. The most significant presentation of Hicks’s work in her home state, this 

exhibition spans nearly sixty years of her prolific career. Colorful suspended fiber pieces will engage and play with the 

architecture of the Museum’s Pavilion galleries. Karin Campbell, Joslyn’s Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art and 

curator of the Material Voices exhibition said, “Sheila Hicks has created several new works for this exhibition at Joslyn that 

will highlight the grandeur of the Museum’s Pavilion galleries.” In addition to this new, large-scale work created 

specifically for the soaring elevations of the galleries in the Norman Foster building, the exhibition will feature minimes 

(min-eems) made over the last five decades. With their wandering lines and non-fiber materials — including feathers, 

shells, paper, and wood — these intimate weavings represent some of Hicks’s most experimental work. Using a crude loom 

she constructed in the late-1950s, Hicks turns to the minimes to reflect on her rich life experiences and world travels. 

Placing older work in conversation with recently-made objects, the exhibition reflects Hicks’s own understanding of her 

practice not as a trajectory, but rather as an open plane that has allowed for innovation, appropriation, and constant 

reinvention. According to Campbell, “This exhibition brings together work created throughout six decades of Hicks’s career 

— a career that continues to have an immeasurable impact on both fiber artists and artists working across media.”    
 

Exhibition Catalogue 

Material Voices will be accompanied by a fully-illustrated, color catalogue published by Joslyn and including four texts.  
A dialogue between Hicks and her longtime friend Monique Lévi-Strauss provides a jumping off point for the artist’s 
“return” to her home state. Karin Campbell, Joslyn’s Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, considers how Hicks’s  
 

-more- 
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oeuvre has taken shape over time and highlights the essential links between the artist’s work and lived experience, while 
New York-based writer Jason Farago delves into Hicks’s incredible eye for color. Finally, poet Ted Kooser, an Iowa native 
who served as Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress between 2004 and 2006, contributes a text 
reflecting on the aesthetic and poetic power of Hicks’s work. The catalogue will be available for purchase this summer in 
Joslyn’s Hitchcock Museum Shop. 
  

Exhibition Tickets and Tours 
Material Voices is open to the public June 5 through September 4, 2016.  
Material Voices is a ticketed exhibition. Joslyn members see it first and see it free! $10 for general public adults; 
members, youth ages 17 and younger, and college students with ID are free. Special Thursday pricing (4–8 pm): $5 for 
general public adults. All visitors, including members, must obtain a ticket at the admissions desk for entrance to the 
exhibition. Programs with visits to the exhibition will be priced accordingly for general public adults. Docent-guided tours 
of the exhibition are offered weekly (ticket pricing applies; view the calendar of events at joslyn.org for tour offerings). 
  

Exhibition Mobile Tour 
Free Wi-Fi is available in all Joslyn galleries. Guests may use their own web-enabled mobile device or borrow one of 
Joslyn’s to access the dual language Sheila Hicks: Material Voices mobile tour narrated by Karin Campbell, Phil Willson 
Curator of Contemporary Art. Dial (402) 881-3601 for English or (402) 972-4031 for Spanish; or visit joslyn.org > 
Education > Multimedia; or scan the QR code at the entrance to the exhibition. 
  

Exhibition Programs & Events  
Friday, June 3; 6:30 pm 
Joslyn Art Museum Association Annual Gala 

The Joslyn Art Museum Association (JAMA) and Honorary Chairs Betiana and Todd Simon present this special gala 
preview of Sheila Hicks: Material Voices. The evening includes cocktails and exhibition viewing with dinner in a tent 
outside in the Peter Kiewit Foundation Sculpture Garden. The after party features live music and dessert. Attire is black 
tie. Gala Chair is Kate Grabill. To purchase individual tickets ($250 per person), visit: http://bit.ly/JAM-Hicks-GALA. 
Questions? Contact Erika Conces, donor relations manager, at (402) 933-8220 or gala@joslyn.org. 
 

Saturday, June 4 
Members Preview Day & Evening Event 

Private Preview Day; 10 am–4 pm 
Every ticketed special exhibition at Joslyn opens first and exclusively for members. The members preview day for 
Material Voices is Saturday, June 4. From 10 am to 4 pm, members show their membership card at the admissions desk 
for tickets to the exhibition on preview day (reservations not required during the day). At 2 pm, Karin Campbell, Phil 
Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, will present a talk for members in the exhibition galleries. 
 

Lecture & Reception; 6–8 pm 
On Saturday evening, June 4, members are invited to a private lecture and reception celebrating Material Voices.  
At 6 pm, guests will be treated to a conversation between artist Sheila Hicks, special guest for the evening, and Karin 
Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, in the concert hall. The presentation will be followed by 
exhibition viewing, complimentary light hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar in the fountain court.    

An optional paid, prix fixe dinner service, Dine at Joslyn, is offered to Joslyn members the night of the preview for  
$30 per person. The Dine at Joslyn “From the Plains to Paris” menu on June 4: first course – Nebraska roasted corn 
salad with mixed greens, roasted fresh corn, organic tomato, toasted almonds, and lemon shallot vinaigrette; second  
course – coq au vin blanc, the traditional French chicken dish with a Midwestern flair, light white summer wine sauce 
with seasonal organic Nebraska farm fresh vegetables; and dessert – crème brûlée with crème and berries. 
  

To inquire about joining Joslyn and/or attending this preview, call the membership department at (402) 661-3858.  
 

-more- 
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Thursday, July 7; 5–8 pm 
Omaha Under the Radar @ Joslyn 

An annual, city-wide festival showcasing some of the best experimentalists in dance, music, and theater from around 
the country. At Joslyn, Omaha Under the Radar celebrates the exhibition with performances throughout the Museum. 
Inspired by the weavings of Sheila Hicks, Stacey Barelos composes a new work fusing melodic string contours within 
the varying textures of extended string techniques. omahaundertheradar.com 
Omaha Under the Radar is presented by Analog Arts, with additional support from the Nebraska Arts Council, New 
Music USA, and Farnam House Brewery. 

Admission to the event is free, however guests also wishing to view the exhibition must obtain a ticket ($5 Thursday 
evening pricing for general public adults). 
 

Thursdays, July 14 and August 18 @ 6:30 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm)  
Curator Gallery Talks 

Regular exhibition ticketing applies ($5 Thursday evening pricing for general public adults). 
Participants will join Karin Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, for a walk through the exhibition. 

 
Saturday, July 16; 2–11 pm  
Loom Weaves Joslyn’s Sculpture Garden 

Loom and Joslyn pair up once again to bring the multicultural festival back to the garden!  Featuring music, dance, 
body painting, live art, yoga, educational programs, and a variety of other artful expressions, Loom’s family-friendly 
indoor-outdoor party has traditionally brought in a wide spectrum of artists and performers, as well as a wide cross 
section of people, weaving together the diversity that lives within Omaha. The event is free and open to the public. 
Food may be purchased outside at Joslyn's grill 3:30–8 pm; cash bar available throughout the event. Please, no outside 
alcohol. For the full schedule of events coming soon, visit joslyn.org or houseofloom.com. Post celebration to be held 
at House of Loom, 11 pm–2 am. 

 
Saturday, August 13; 10 am–5 pm 
Wrapped, Dyed, & Woven: A Celebration of Sheila Hicks 

Drawing from the integrated influences expressed in the work of Sheila Hicks, Wrapped, Dyed, & Woven investigates 
the rich history of ancient and indigenous weaving practices from around the world, new technologies and 
experimentation in textile design, methods and processes of weaving and dying, and the role of color in fiber arts. 
Admission is free to the day’s events (listed below), however guests wishing to see the exhibition must obtain a ticket 
($5 for general public adults from 10 am to noon during the morning KickstART Saturday event; $10 for general 
public adults after 12 pm). More details about Wrapped, Dyed, & Woven: A Celebration of Sheila Hicks will be 
available in the coming months. 
 

KickstART Saturday, 10 am–noon 
Hands-on activities for kids and families inspired by Sheila Hicks: Material Voices. KickstART Saturday activities 
are free. General public adults receive $5 discounted tickets to the exhibition from 10 am to noon.  
  

Public Lecture: “The Power of Cloth” with Omaha-based weaver Mary Zicafoose, 1 pm 
Mary Zicafoose presents stories and images from the lives of artists and weavers, juxtaposed with powerful images 
and inspirational threads taken from the vast trunk of world textiles.   
  

Moderated Panel Discussion: Voices & Perspectives in Textiles, 2:30 pm 
 

Celebratory Reception, 4 pm 
 
 
 

-more- 
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Other Programs at Joslyn  
Many of Joslyn’s regularly scheduled programs will feature Material Voices-inspired themes this summer. Visit joslyn.org for 
complete details. 

 
 INTERTWINE 

This summer Joslyn will offer a collaborative, community-based art project in connection with Material 
Voices. Participants will connect space between organizations, neighbors, friends, and strangers with colorful disk 
weavings that will be assembled together and displayed in the Museum’s Community Gallery. Visitors may drop in 
for a free art-making session or work on their own and submit the results. Details upcoming at joslyn.org including a 
downloadable instruction guide and workshop schedule. 

 
 Art Encounters (Thursday, June 16): Art lovers, from the well-seasoned to the amateur, will enjoy a docent-guided tour 

of the exhibition. $5 for general public adults on June 16 (includes Material Voices exhibition ticket). 
 

 Story Adventures (Tuesday, June 21): Preschoolers and young readers, accompanied by an adult, are invited to this artful 
reading program presented by Joslyn and Omaha Public Library on selected Tuesdays at 10:30 am. On June 21, stories 
will be read in the Material Voices exhibition. Admission is free, including time spent in the exhibition galleries. 

 
 Stroller Tours (Wednesday, August 17): Joslyn offers docent-guided tours designed for moms, dads, and caregivers to 

look at and talk about art with other adults, while being mindful of young ones in arms and strollers. Guests gather on 
the Strauss Bridge at 9:30 am for complimentary refreshments, then head to the galleries at 10 am for tours of Joslyn’s 
collections and exhibitions. Crying babies welcome! On August 17, the tour will feature the Material Voices exhibition. 
Free for Joslyn members and infants/toddlers; $10 for general public adults (includes exhibition ticket). Space is limited; 
reservations are requested. Sign-up at least one week in advance at  
joslyn.org > Visit > Kids Programs. 
 

 Art Camps and Classes  
Joslyn offers summer 2016 camps and classes inspired by the exhibition for ages five to adult. Online class 
registration is available; Joslyn members receive discounted registration. Visit joslyn.org > Education > Classes. 

 
 
 
Pictured (page 1): Sheila Hicks (American, b. 1934), Full Regalia, 2007, natural linen, triple-dyed embroidery cotton, 96 x 54 x 5 inches, 
Art © Sheila Hicks, courtesy Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York. Photo: Jason Wyche 
 

Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from 
Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The 
Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of 
marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was 
designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 
1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, 
shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration. 

General Museum Admission: Free (additional charge for general public adult tickets to Material Voices; see page 3).                
Regular Museum Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; closed Monday and  
major holidays.   
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