
May 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For Immediate Release  Contact: Amy Rummel, Director of Marketing and Public Relations 
January 18, 2019     (402) 661-3822 or arummel@joslyn.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30 Americans 
 

An exhibition by thirty artists exploring the complex nature of race in America. 
   

(Omaha, NE) – 30 Americans is the first major exhibition at Joslyn to survey the work of contemporary African 

Americans artists. Drawn from the Miami-based Rubell Family Collection, the exhibition features painting, photography, 

works on paper, sculpture, and mixed media installations created over the past three decades. Since 1964, Mera  

and Donald Rubell have built one of the world’s largest privately-owned, yet publicly-accessible collections of 

contemporary art. 30 Americans was first staged in 2008 at the Rubell’s warehouse in Miami and has traveled to  

museums throughout the United States, with each venue given the opportunity to curate a unique exhibition from the 

collection’s extensive holdings. 

30 Americans opens at Joslyn Art Museum on Saturday, February 2, and continues through May 5, 2019.  
 

-more- 
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30 Americans at Joslyn Art Museum 

 

30 Americans explores the evolving roles of black subjects in art since the 1970s and highlights some of the most 

pressing social and political issues facing our country today, including ongoing narratives of racial inequality; the 

construction of racial, gender, and sexual identity; and 

the pernicious underpinnings and effects of 

stereotyping. Many of the artists in this exhibition 

interrogate how African Americans are represented, 

politicized, and contested in the arts, media, and 

popular culture. Driven by the exclusion of black 

subjects in art throughout much of history, Barkley L. 

Hendricks dedicated his career to creating a space for 

black bodies in painting. Kerry James Marshall, Kehinde 

Wiley, and Mickalene Thomas have embraced this mission, celebrating and glorifying black subjects through pictorial 

traditions including genre painting and portraiture. 

Connecting the major themes in 30 Americans is a broader consideration of the power dynamics and imbalances that 

perpetuate racially-motivated discrimination and oppression. Recent paintings by Henry Taylor and Nina Chanel Abney call 

attention to the high rates of imprisonment of African Americans, while installations by Kara Walker and Gary Simmons 

from the 1990s confront the terrifying history of violence against black bodies in the United States, a reality that 

continues to resonate sharply. In directly engaging these topics, 30 Americans offers a challenging—and at times 

disconcerting—account of race in the United States, and explores how our shared history as Americans continues to shape 

the ways we interact and engage with our fellow citizens today. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMAGES: (PAGE 1)  Kehinde Wiley (b. 1977, Los Angeles, CA), Sleep, 2008, oil on canvas, 132 x 300 in., Courtesy of the Rubell Family Collection, Miami. Photo by Chi Lam. 
(PAGE 2) MICKALENE Thomas (b. 1971, Camden, NJ), Baby I Am Ready Now, 2007, acrylic, rhinestone, and enamel on wooden panel, 72 x 132 in., Courtesy of the Rubell 
Family Collection, Miami. Photo by Chi Lam. 
 

Exhibition Catalogue 
The exhibition catalogue is available for purchase in the Hitchcock Museum Shop. $39.95 (Member price: $35.96). 
  
  

-more- 
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Exhibition Tickets and Tours 
30 Americans is a ticketed exhibition: $10 for general public adults; $5 college students with ID (tickets for those with a 
UNMC student ID are free); free for members and youth ages 17 and younger. Special Thursday pricing (4–8 pm):  
$5 for general public adults. All visitors, including members, must obtain a ticket at the admissions desk for entrance  
to the exhibition. Programs with visits to the exhibition will be priced accordingly for general public adults.  
Docent-guided tours of the exhibition are offered weekly (ticket pricing applies; view the calendar of events at 
www.joslyn.org for tour offerings). 
 

FREE FIRST WEEKENDS: 30 Americans exhibition tickets are free to all the first weekend of each month (February 2–3, 
March 2–3, April 6–7, May 4–5; 10 am–4 pm daily). 
  

Exhibition Mobile Tour 
Free Wi-Fi is available in all Joslyn galleries. Guests may use their own web-enabled mobile device or borrow one of 
Joslyn’s to access the dual language 30 Americans mobile tour. Joining Jack Becker, Executive Director and CEO, and  
Karin Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, on the 30 Americans audio tour are guests Suzanna George, 
Ashlei Spivey, Felicia Webster, and Gwyn Williams. These community members each selected two works in the exhibition 
and share their impressions of and reactions to them. Four ways to access the mobile tour beginning February 2: Dial 
(402) 881-3601 for English or (402) 972-4031 for Spanish; visit www.joslyn.org > Education > Multimedia; scan the QR 
code at the entrance to the exhibition; or read the audio script, available for hearing impaired visitors (access it through 
the web app). Presented by Joslyn and OnCell with special thanks to 91.5 KIOS FM.  

  

Exhibition Programs & Events  
Friday, February 1 
Members Preview and Reception; 5:30–8 pm 

On Friday evening, February 1, members are invited to a private discussion and reception celebrating 30 Americans. At 
6 pm in the Witherspoon Concert Hall, members will hear a conversation with Mera and Donald Rubell of the Rubell 
Family Collection, from which 30 Americans is drawn. The conversation will be followed by exhibition viewing in the 
Pavilion galleries and complimentary light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar in the fountain court. Joslyn members receive 
invitations. To join Joslyn, visit www.joslyn.org. 

  

Monday, February 4 
Members Day; Noon–3 pm 

On Monday, February 4, the Museum will open the 30 Americans exhibition exclusively for Joslyn members. From 
noon to 3 pm, members show their membership card at the admissions desk for tickets to the exhibition. Karin 
Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, will conduct exhibition tours at 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. Each talk 
is limited to 30 people on a first come, first served basis (participants will be asked to sign up upon arrival on February 
4 as no reservations will be taken ahead of time for tours). Joslyn members receive invitations. To join Joslyn, visit 
www.joslyn.org. 

  

Saturdays and Sundays, February 2–3, March 2–3, April 6–7, May 4–5; 10 am–4 pm 
Free First Weekends 

Exhibition tickets are free for all! At 1 pm each day, community engagement volunteers will be in the galleries to 
engage in casual conversation and facilitate exploration of personal experience and reflection. 

   

February–March 
Film Series: This is America; a partnership with Film Streams 

In partnership with Joslyn, Film Streams' winter repertory series, This is America, features ten films (below) that 
complement the spectrum of experiences reflected in 30 Americans. The series is curated by culture writer Ira Madison 
III, host of Crooked Media podcast Keep It!, which garners over one million downloads a month. Madison is a television 
writer (most recently for Netflix's Daybreak) and has been included on The Advocate’s 50 Most Influential LGBTQs In 
Media and The Root's 100 Most Influential African Americans lists. His work has appeared in GQ, Vulture, Mr. Porter, 
among others. 

-more- 
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Film Streams' repertory programming is supported by Omaha Steaks. Screenings at Ruth Sokolof Theater unless otherwise noted; 
film descriptions and showtimes at www.filmstreams.org. Discounted tickets: At Film Streams, $2 off regular priced This is America 
series film ticket with Joslyn membership card or 30 Americans exhibition ticket stub. At Joslyn, $2 off 30 Americans general 
public/college student ticket with Film Streams membership card or ticket stub from a This is America series film. 
 Feb. 3 & 5–Moonlight (dir. Barry Jenkins, 2016)  
 Feb. 9 & 11–To Die For (dir. Gus Van Sant, 1995) 
 Feb 17 & 20–High Art (dir. Lisa Cholodenko, 1998) 
 Feb. 24 & 27–Devil in a Blue Dress (dir. Carl Franklin, 1995) 
 Mar. 3 & 7–Bamboozled (dir. Spike Lee, 2000) 
 Mar. 9 & 13–What's Love Got To Do With It (dir. Brian Gibson, 1993) 
 Mar. 16 & 21–My Own Private Idaho (dir. Gus Van Sant, 1991) 
 Mar. 17 & 19–Pariah (dir. Dee Rees, 2011)** 
 Mar. 24 & 27–To Wong Foo Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar (dir. Beeban Kidron, 1995) 
 Mar. 31 & Apr. 2–Tangerine (dir. Sean Baker, 2015) 

  

**Pariah screened at Dundee Micro. All other screenings at Ruth Sokolof Theater. 
  

Saturday, February 9 @ 3 pm 
In Conversation: Ira Madison III 

In celebration of This is America, Film Streams will host Ira Madison III in conversation at the Ruth Sokolof Theater. He 
will discuss the inspiration for the series as well as his work as a culture writer. The event will be co-moderated by Film 
Streams Education Director, Diana Martinez, and Karin Campbell, Joslyn's Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art. 
Reserve your tickets @ www.filmstreams.org. 

  

Tuesday, February 12 @ 5 pm 
Omaha Table Talk: Power Structures 

Free and open to the public; light meal provided; registration required—opens two weeks prior to event at 
www.inclusive-communities.org. Questions? Please email info@inclusive-communities.org or call (402) 391-4460. 
 

Now celebrating 80 years of service to the heartland, Inclusive Communities confronts prejudice, bigotry, and 
discrimination, providing education and advocacy related to the topics of diversity and inclusion. Joslyn is pleased to 
host Inclusive Communities, and program partner College of St. Mary’s Department of Multicultural Initiatives, for an 
Omaha Table Talk ("uncomfortable conversations over comfort food") that will delve into the power dynamics and 
imbalances that lead to and perpetuate racial discrimination in America, a central theme of the 30 Americans 
exhibition. Guests may explore the exhibition free of charge, then enjoy a light meal and panel discussion, moderated 
by Ashlei Spivey and presented by Arvin Frazier III, Mark LeFlore, and Precious McKesson. Topics will include the 
pernicious underpinnings and effects of stereotyping, racially-driven biases in education, and the disproportionate 
incarceration of African Americans. Attendees will be encouraged to participate in facilitated small-group dialogue. 

  

Thursday, February 14; 5–8 pm 
Heart and Soul: Valentine’s Day @ Joslyn 

Performance is free; no reservations required. Guests wishing to view 30 Americans and/or attend the talk must  
obtain a ticket (special $5 tickets for general public adults; complete ticket details on page 6). Food and drink available 
for purchase. 
 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at Joslyn! Guests may enjoy 30 Americans exhibition viewing (ticket required, see above), a 
cash bar featuring a signature romantic cocktail, and small plate selections available for purchase in Joslyn's Café 
Durham. At 5 pm, Karin Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, will present a 30 Americans gallery talk. 
From 6–8 pm, enjoy live music in the atrium featuring Edem Soul Music who sings in her native language, called "Ga" 
originating from the Ga tribe of Ghana, West Africa, and plays the harp and ukulele. She received the 2017 Omaha 
Entertainment and Arts Award for Best Soul Artist and was the Omaha Capitol District's Musician in Residence in 2018. 
 

-more- 
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Thursdays, February 28 & May 2 @ 6:30 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm) 
Framing the Flame: Art That Ignites 
 Free with 30 Americans exhibition admission (special $5 tickets for general public adults). Advance registration 
 strongly encouraged at www.joslyn.org; walk-ins admitted as space permits. 
 

 Each presenter will offer her personal response to one work in 30 Americans, addressing the burning question, “What 
 lights your fire?” Moderated by Karin Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, this program sheds light on 
 how art inspires, engages, and affects another’s work.  
 

Demetria Geralds is a fashion designer who constructs custom garments under her brand Re’ChaunStyles. An Omaha 
Fashion Week Emerging Designer winner in 2017, Geralds has been awarded a 2019 Union for Contemporary Arts 
Fellowship. An instructor through Metropolitan Community College/Fashion Arts Program, Geralds is also a mentor for 
Joslyn’s Fashion Arts Program for teens. 

 

Jade Rogers is adjunct professor of history at Metropolitan Community College and the University of Nebraska Omaha. 
Former archivist for the Great Plains Black History Museum, Rogers is an oral historian who illuminates the 
contributions of African Americans in the Midwest. She is founder of The House of Afros, Capes, & Curls, a social 
organization that connects people from diverse backgrounds who share a love of science fiction, comics, anime, gaming, 
and Afrofuturism. 

 

Sarah Jones is an interdisciplinary artist working with a variety of materials. She earned her M.F.A. in ceramics from 
Cranbrook Academy of Art and recently moved to Omaha from Brooklyn, New York. In making her installations, Jones, 
who draws inspiration from music videos and blipster culture, layers forms, materials, colors, and light to create new 
spaces in which audiences may immerse their imaginations. 

 

Coming next: Framing the Flame on Thursday, May 2, at 6:30 pm will feature sculptor Littleton Alston, Creighton 
University; artist Jeremy Bell; and Kwakiutl Dreher, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

 

Saturday, March 2; noon–4 pm 
Family Festival 

Come and be part of this community celebration! Explore the 30 Americans exhibition, where spoken word artists 
Devel Crisp and Shukura Huggins will present original work inspired by the art on view (1:30 pm and 2:30 pm). Hear 
inspiring gospel music from the voices of Salem Baptist Church Mass Choir (12:30 pm). See majorette-style dancing 
from the young talent of I Heartbeat Dance (2 pm). And experience a vibrant performance by professional dancers 
and drummers from African Culture Connection (3 pm). Plus put your hands and mind to work when you contribute 
to a collaborative art project and create something special to take home as a memento. Bring the whole family for an 
arts-filled afternoon! 

  

Thursday, March 7; 6:30–8 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm) 
Vision, Verse, Voice: Being Black in America 
 This talk is free, however those wishing to see the 30 Americans exhibition must obtain an exhibition ticket. 

Experience an evening of original poetry and spoken word performances celebrating 30 Americans. Co-producing and 
emceeing the event is recognized spoken word artist and educator Felicia Webster. Find participating poets online at 
www.joslyn.org.  
Webster has been called the “Mother of Spoken Word poetry in Omaha.” With the birthing of the first spoken word 
open mics in the 90s, she has created and co-created safe spaces that have given many poets, slam poets, def jam 
poets, wordsmiths, emcees, and storytellers local and national platforms to share their souls. As an African American 
performance poet herself, she has graced mics in Omaha and across the country. 
 

Thursday, March 28 @ 6:30 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm) 
Curator Gallery Talk 
 Free with 30 Americans exhibition admission (special $5 tickets for general public adults).  
 

-more- 
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Join Karin Campbell, Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, for a closer look at selected works in the  
30 Americans exhibition. 
  

Friday, April 12 @ 8 am 
CreativeMornings/Omaha @ Joslyn Art Museum 

CreativeMornings/Omaha is sponsored by the Greater Omaha Chamber. All events are free and everyone is welcome, 
but space is limited so please register in advance beginning April 8: www.CreativeMornings.com/OMA. 
 

With chapters in 180 cities around the globe, CreativeMornings celebrate a city’s creative talent and promote an open 
space to connect with like-minded individuals. April's theme is Inclusion. Highlighting 30 Americans, Karin Campbell, 
Phil Willson Curator of Contemporary Art, will discuss the Museum’s commitment to broadening the presence of 
underrepresented voices in its galleries and programming. At 8 am, join us for coffee and conversation with breakfast 
breads kindly donated by Abraham Catering. The hour-long program begins at 8:30 am and includes time for 
exhibition viewing. 
 

Other Programs at Joslyn  
Many of Joslyn’s regularly scheduled programs feature 30 Americans-inspired themes. Visit www.joslyn.org for details. 
 

 Art Encounters (Thursday, February 21; 10:30 am): Art lovers, from the well-seasoned to the amateur, will enjoy  
a docent-guided tour of the 30 Americans exhibition. $10 general public adults; $5 college students with valid ID on 
February 21. 

 Visualizing Literature – The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (Tuesday, March 12): Visualizing Literature explores 
connections between the literary and visual arts through moderated book discussions and gallery tours led by Joslyn 
docents. Presented in partnership with UNMC’s Passport Partners program, Visualizing Literature is open to anyone 
interested in art and literature. Book discussions are free to Joslyn and Passport Partner (UNMC) members; $5 for 
general public and college students with ID (UNMC students free). Reservations are required at www.joslyn.org. 

 Stroller Tours (Wednesday, March 20): Joslyn offers docent-guided tours designed for moms, dads, and caregivers to 
look at and talk about art with other adults, while being mindful of young ones in arms and strollers. Guests gather on 
the Strauss Bridge at 9:30 am for complimentary refreshments, then head to the galleries at 10 am for tours of 
Joslyn’s  collections and exhibitions. Crying babies welcome! On March 20, the tour will feature the 30 Americans 
exhibition. Free for Joslyn members and infants/toddlers; $10 for general public adults (includes exhibition ticket). 
Space is limited; reservations are requested. Sign-up at least one week in advance at www.joslyn.org > Visit >  
Kids Programs. 

 Story Adventures (Tuesday, April 16): This free gallery reading program for preschoolers and young readers 
accompanied by an adult features 30 Americans! Guests must stop at the entrance desk for a ticket, which is 
complimentary for general public adults for this program. 

 Art Camps and Classes  
Joslyn offers classes for all ages this spring, with many inspired by and including visits to 30 Americans. Visit 
www.joslyn.org > Education > Classes. 
  

30 Americans Community Advisory Council  
Joslyn Art Museum acknowledges, with gratitude, the 30 Americans Community Advisory Council, a group of individuals 
who volunteered time and talent to guide and shape exhibition programming and maximize the long-term impact of the 
exhibition for the Museum and the community at large. Members: Luper Akough, Vice President, Urban League of 
Nebraska Young Professionals; Ayanna Boykins, Education Director, Anti-Defamation League; Arvin Frazier III, Executive 
Director, College Possible Omaha; Janice Garnett, Educational Leadership, University of Nebraska Omaha; Suzanna George 
Administrative Assistant, Inclusive Communities; Mark LeFlore, Manager, Administrative Services, Douglas County Youth 
Center; Precious McKesson, Community Advocate; Teresa Negron, Owner, Negron Consulting; Ashlei Spivey, Associate 
Program Officer, Peter Kiewit Foundation; Richard Webb, Chief Executive Officer, 100 Black Men of Omaha; Felicia 
Webster, Creative, Poet, Educator; and Gwyn Williams, Program Director, Collective for Youth. 

 



 
Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from 
Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The 
Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of 
marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was 
designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 
1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, 
shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration. 

General Museum Admission: Free (additional charge for general public adult and college student tickets to 30 Americans; 
see page 2; 30 Americans tickets are free to all February 2–3, March 2–3, April 6–7, and May 4–5).                
Regular Museum Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; closed Monday and  
major holidays. 
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