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Exhibition of Modern Art Showcases American Artists from O’Keeffe to Rockwell 
  

(Omaha, NE) – American art underwent a dramatic transformation between 1910 and 1960, as artists 

rejected or reformulated prevailing traditions in search of new ways to portray contemporary life. The 

United States was emerging on the international stage as an economic, industrial, and military power, yet 

also experienced two world wars and the Great Depression. Urbanization and new technologies 

fundamentally altered Americans’ daily lives, and an increasingly diverse population challenged existing 

social norms. American Moderns, 1910–1960: From O’Keeffe to Rockwell explores the ways American artists 

engaged an ever more modern society. The exhibition, organized by the Brooklyn Museum, opens at Joslyn 

Art Museum on February 8 and continues through May 17. American Moderns is a ticketed exhibition 

(details on page 3). 
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 About the Exhibition 

 Challenging long-standing traditions and breaking free of 

established academies and practices, many American artists from 1910 

to 1960 found the avant-garde art of Europe — especially Cubism — to 

be a catalyst for their own innovations. Others found inspiration in the 

distinctive character of American life.  

 Drawn from the Brooklyn Museum’s world-renowned collection, 

American Moderns explores this exciting and energetic period through 

50 paintings and sculptures by artists including George Ault, Stuart 

Davis, Arthur Dove, Marsden Hartley, Yasuo Kuniyoshi, Loren Maciver, 

Elie Nadelman, Max Weber, and Isabel Lydia Whitney. No two artists 

illuminate the rich complexity of American art during this era, however, 

more than Georgia O’Keeffe and Norman Rockwell. O’Keeffe belonged to 

the circle of artists led by the photographer Alfred Stieglitz, whose 

gallery in New York City was among the first to expose American 

audiences to the leading European modernists. Later, O’Keeffe would 

move to New Mexico, where she brought her distinctive abstract vision 

to the landscapes of the Southwest. Rockwell, by contrast, lived in New 

England, where he worked as an illustrator producing welcoming images of small-town life for the covers of 

popular magazines. Seen together, these two artists frame the aspirations, accomplishments, and 

contradictions of these rich and challenging decades.  

 The exhibition’s themes illuminate this multiplicity of artistic objectives and interests. “Cubist 

Experiments” focuses on American manifestations of Cubism, which originated in Paris to become the 

dominant visual language of the early twentieth century. “The Still Life Revisited” explores the variety of 

ways artists reinvigorated this centuries-old genre, using arrangements of everyday objects to experiment 

with decorative styles, personal symbolism, and the properties of color, form and space. “Nature 

Essentialized” reaches into one of the deepest traditions of American art, locating identity and inspiration 

in the pristine beauty of the landscape, whether abstracted waves along the Atlantic shore, or a detail of 

two leaves in the golden hue of autumn. 
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  “Modern Structures” and “Engaging Characters” look at how America was fundamentally transformed 

by urbanization and industrialization in the first decades of the twentieth century. As skyscrapers, subways, 

bridges and factories fueled the growth of cities, artists found new subjects and visual possibilities in the 

grid-like geometry and machine aesthetic of the modern world. A diverse urban population challenged 

social norms, and brought citizens together in a melting pot of bustling activity. 

 The twentieth century ushered in far-reaching social, technological, and cultural changes that affected 

every aspect of life in the United States. It was an equally groundbreaking period for American artists, who 

embraced modern styles and subjects, absorbed new inspirations, and re-shaped our vision and 

understanding of the world around us in ways that continue to reverberate close to a century later. 

 The exhibition catalogue is available for purchase in Joslyn’s Hitchcock Museum Shop ($29.95; Member 

price: $26.96). 
 

***** 
 

Exhibition Tickets and Tours 

American Moderns is a ticketed exhibition. Admission is free for Joslyn members. $10 for general public 

adults; youth ages 17 and younger & college students with ID are free. Special Thursday pricing (4–8 pm): 

$5 for general public adults. All visitors, including members, must obtain a ticket at the admissions desk for 

entrance to the exhibition. Programs with visits to the exhibition will be priced accordingly for general 

public adults. Docent-guided tours of the exhibition are offered weekly (ticket pricing applies; view the 

calendar of events at joslyn.org for the latest tour offerings). 

Mobile @ Joslyn 

Free Wi-Fi is available in all Joslyn galleries. Visitors may bring a web-enabled mobile device or borrow 

one at the Museum free of charge (first come, first served; driver’s license required) to access the exhibition 

mobile tour, presented by Joslyn and OnCell. Special thanks to 91.5 KIOS FM. To access the tour, visitor may 

go to joslyn.org/mobiletour, or dial (402) 881-3601 for English or (402) 972-4031 for Spanish.  

Exhibition Programs & Events  

Saturday, February 7 @ 10 am–4 pm 
Members Preview Day / Lecture & Reception 
Beginning this year, every ticketed special exhibition at Joslyn will open first and exclusively for 
members. The members preview day for American Moderns is Saturday, February 7. The exhibition will  
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open to the general public the following day. From 10 am to 4 pm, members show their membership 
card at the admissions desk for tickets to the exhibition on preview day (reservations not required 
during the day). Curator gallery talks will be offered that day at noon and 2 pm by Toby Jurovics, 
Joslyn’s chief curator and Holland Curator of American Western Art. 

Lecture & Reception 
Joslyn members are invited for a private lecture and reception celebrating American Moderns on 
member preview day from 4–6 pm. At 4:15 pm, Toby Jurovics, chief curator and Holland Curator of 
American Western Art, will give an overview of the show in the concert hall. The presentation will be 
followed by gallery viewing, complimentary light hors d'oeuvres, and a cash bar.  

An optional paid dinner service, Dine at Joslyn, is offered to Joslyn members the night of the preview. 
Menu options include grilled filet of beef with shallot cream sauce and onion strings, crispy seared duck 
with orange gastrique, and butternut squash ravioli. Dinners include sides and a wedge or bibb salad. 
Desserts are a choice of banana purses with whiskey sauce or chocolate lava cake with fresh berries and 
vanilla ice cream. 

To inquire about joining Joslyn and/or attending this preview, call the Member Relations and Database 
Manager at (402) 661-3858.  

 

Saturday, February 14 @ 8 pm (until 11 pm) 
A Vintage Valentine 

Celebrating the exhibition American Moderns, this special evening draws inspiration from the roaring 
20s, the age of prohibition and big bands, to the Hollywood glitz and glam of the 1930s to 1940s, to 
rockabilly of the 50s. Guests may come as they are or dress in vintage vogue to dance the night away to 
the music of Kansas City DJ Johnny “Johnny2tone” Stark who plays only vintage vinyl on two turntables 
(no computers or iPods here!).  

Guests may select from two options:  

Drinks & Dance. No reservations required. Free for members; $10 at the door for general public. Price 
includes cash bar, exhibition viewing from 8–10 pm, and music from 9–11 pm. 

Dinner, Drinks, & Dance. Reservations required one week in advance; seating is limited. Visit joslyn.org 
or call (402) 661-3862. $35 for members; $45 for the general public. Price includes dinner from  
8–9 pm, one free drink ticket (cash bar after the first drink), exhibition viewing from 8-10 pm, and 
music from 9–11 pm. Dinner is a salad of mixed greens with walnut oil vinaigrette, candied walnuts, 
grilled pear, apples, and feta cheese; spinach-stuffed boneless breast of chicken* with roasted red 
pepper cream, roasted new potatoes, asparagus bundles, and French hard rolls with butter; and angel 
food cake with fresh berries. *Vegetarian entrée available upon request 

 

Thursdays, February 26 & April 30 @ 6:30 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm) 
Curator Exhibition Gallery Talks 
Toby Jurovics, chief curator and Holland Curator of American Western art, will provide a detailed look at 
the exhibition. Tickets: $5 discounted tickets for general public adults for the curator gallery talks; free 
for Joslyn members, Creighton University students, faculty, and staff with ID, and all other college 
students with ID.   
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Thursday, March 12 @ 6:30 pm (cash bar @ 5 pm) 
O’Keeffe Lecture 

The lecture is free. $5 discounted exhibition tickets for general public adults on Thursdays, 4–8 pm. 

Carolyn Kastner, Ph.D., curator at the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe, presents “Georgia O’Keeffe 
and the Great American Thing.” O’Keeffe’s bold abstract watercolors were first exhibited in New York in 
1916 at Alfred Stieglitz’s avant-garde gallery “291.” The young artist joined an older group of 
modernists all determined to create a distinctly American style of Modernism (what O’Keeffe called “the 
Great American Thing”). Though she became famous for her large-scale flower paintings, O’Keeffe’s 
most iconic contributions to American Modernism were inspired by the bones she collected in the high 
desert landscape of New Mexico. As she painted her first cow skull in 1931, she declared: “I’ll make it 
an American painting. They will not think it great with the red, white, and blue, but they will notice it.” 
This lecture situates O’Keeffe among American Moderns in the first half of the twentieth century. 

Dr. Kastner earned her Ph.D. in American art history at Stanford University. Her research, publications, 
and curatorial projects are focused on the diversity of American Modernism.  

 

Saturday, April 11 @ 10 am (until noon)  
KickstART Saturday 

Free events will entertain and engage families with hands-on activities, performances, and 
demonstrations that complement American Moderns. General public will enjoy $5 discounted tickets to 
the exhibition on this day; all KickstART Saturday activities are free. 

 

Friday, May 1 @ 7:30 pm  
Ballet Nebraska’s Momentum 

Ballet Nebraska partners with Joslyn Art Museum once again to present its annual mixed-repertory 
program, this year inspired by American Moderns. Joslyn members receive a discount offer and optional 
paid reception with the cast. Tickets are available at ticketomaha.com. 
 

Sunday, May 10 @ 10 am (doors open at 9:45 am) 
Rise & Shine Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Indulge on Mother’s Day with breakfast in Joslyn’s fountain court. Buffet items include baked ham; 
waffles with strawberries, blueberries, whipped cream and warm syrup; egg casserole; bacon and 
sausage; breakfast potatoes; fresh fruit; pastries; and orange juice, coffee, and tea. Guests are also 
invited to experience the exhibition American Moderns. 

Tickets: $35 Joslyn members; $45 general public; $12 for children ages 4–12; free for children ages 3 
and younger (prices include exhibition ticket). Groups limited to tables of ten. Space is limited. Advance 
reservations required by May 7. Call (402) 661-3862 or register online at joslyn.org. 
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Additional Programs 

Many of Joslyn’s regularly scheduled programs will feature American Modern-inspired themes this 

spring. Visit joslyn.org for complete details. 

• Art Encounters (Thursday, February 19 @ 10:30 am): $5 for general public adults on February 19 
(includes American Moderns exhibition ticket); free for Joslyn members and members of Nebraska 
Medicine’s Health and Wellness Club. 
 
• Story Adventures (Tuesday, March 17 @ 10:30 am): This free gallery reading program features 
American Moderns. Guests must stop at the entrance desk for a ticket, which is complimentary for this 
program. 
 
• Stroller Tours (Wednesday, March 18 @ 9:30 am): This program for adults with small children 
requires advance registration and payment at the door; free for Joslyn members and infants/toddlers; 
$10 for general public adults on March 18 (all other Stroller Tour sessions are $5 for general public 
adults); register online at joslyn.org. 
 

Art Classes  

Joslyn Art Museum offers winter and spring classes inspired by the exhibition for ages five to adult. 
Subjects include painting, sculpture, and photography. Visit joslyn.org/education/classes to view the 
Winter/Spring 2015 classes brochure; 24/7 online class registration available. Joslyn members receive 
discounts on art classes. 
 

 
IMAGE PAGE 1: Georgia O'Keeffe (American, 1887-1986), Green Yellow and Orange, 1960, oil on canvas, 40 x 30 
inches, Brooklyn Museum, Bequest of Georgia O'Keeffe, 87.136.3, © Georgia O’Keeffe Museum/Artists Rights Society (ARS),  
New York  

 

Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from 
Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union.  
The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of 
marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was 
designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 
1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café,  
shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration (new in 2014). 

General Museum Admission: Free (additional charge for general public adult tickets to American Moderns).                
Regular Museum Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; closed Monday and  
major holidays.   
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