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The Symbolism of the Statue of Liberty: 
 
Torch:  The first part of the Statue-built in 1876.  It symbolizes that light (or enlightenment) is 
the key to achieving freedom.  Without seeing that freedom exists, one cannot obtain it.  The 
torch is the strongest symbol that Bartholdi incorporated into the Statue.   
 
Crown:  The statue wears a crown with seven spikes.  This represents the 7 seas and 7 
continents of the world, reinforcing the universal concept of liberty. 
 
Tablet:  Bartholdi created different versions of this statue, not sure which one was best.  He 
eventually chose to have the statue hold a tablet in her left hand.  It is a book of law based on 
the founding principles of this nation, a nation based on law. 
 
Writing:  The Statue’s tablet contains writing on it.  This was one of the last changes that 
Bartholdi made to the Statue.  It was originally left blank.  Bartholdi placed the date of America’s 
independence on the tablet (July IV MDCCLXXVI).  They are in roman numerals which are 
symbolic of law. 
 
Windows:  of the crown (25) represent the heaven’s rays of light that shine over the 7 seas and 
continents.  You could say that they shine like gemstones. 
 
Tablet Shape:  Do you know what the tablet’s shape is called?  It is a keystone.  In architecture, 
a keystone is the stone which keeps the others together.  Without it everything would fall apart.  
The keystone of this nation is the fact that it is based on law.  Without law, freedom and 
democracy would not prevail. 
 
Sandals:  The Statue of Liberty actually wears sandals.  She is also not standing still.  Even 
though the Statue stands on a pedestal, she is actually walking ahead moving forward.  The 
goddess is lighting the path to freedom through peace, not violence.  Her footwear also 
suggests her stature as a free person. 
 
Robe:  The Statue of Liberty wears a free-flowing robe or stola, which powerfully refers to the 
Roman influence of the goddess “Liberatas”, which was worshipped by freed slaves. 
 
Broken Chains:  Located at the Statue’s feet symbolize the freedom the Lady Liberty has.  It 
demonstrates that the Statue is free from slavery and bondage.  One idea of placing chains, 
with a broken shackle, in the Statue’s left hand was considered.  Bartholdi eventually changed 
their location to her feet.  A tablet of law was placed in her left hand instead, adding another 
dimension to the Statue’s symbolism.  The Statue of Liberty creation’s has a direct connection 
with America’s abolition movement and the Civil War.  This important symbolic feature can only 
be seen from the air or from the torch. 
 
Shields of the Pedestal:  Richard Morris Hunt made some representations in his pedestal 
design as well.  He placed shields on each side of the pedestal symbolizing the states in the 
Union.   
 
Source: http://www.nps.gov/archive/stli/teachercorner/page8.html  
 
 




