
Joslyn Art Museum 
October Program
1st Semester – American Regionalism

This program is supported by the generous contributions of the The Holland Foundation and Iowa West Foundation.

The Hollow & the Bump:  
The Formal and Social Function of Rhythm in the Art of Thomas Hart Benton & Jackson Pollock 

Spencer Wigmore, Weitz Family Intern, will take you into the world of Thomas Hart Benton and Jackson Pollock.  While 
Benton was an important influence for Pollock providing both art instruction and serving as a father figure, his role in the 
formation of the troubled artist’s drip paintings has been largely dismissed.  Pollock retained Benton’s fundamental principles 
of composition, but abandoned the social functions and emphasis on Benton’s typical subject matter.  Hear a biographical 
sketch of the lives of these two great artists in addition to examining the function of rhythm and movement in their works.

Showing the Movement.
[meet in Storz Fountain Court]

Children love to draw what they see.  Work with OPS 6th grade teacher and artist Tomie Green on 
creating quick sketches of the world around us.  Learn how to use these sketches with various 
subjects in the classroom.  

Analyzing Primary Sources. John Steuart Curry & American Regionalism:  
Another Perspective of Historical Events  
[meet in Omaha Steaks Conference Room]

Co-Director of OPS Teaching American History Grant Michael Young will lead an interactive discussion 
of how to analyze and integrate the works of artists such as John Steuart Curry into the social studies 
classroom and provide students with another perspective of lynching in American history.

Creating a Musical Dialogue:  American Music & the Jazz Age
[meet in Whitherspoon Concert Hall]

Explore the unique American music of the Jazz Age (1920s–1940) with St. Albert Catholic Schools’ Fine 
Arts department Head Carter Leeka.  Create a musical dialogue, improvising melodies using the blues 
scale in jazz style.  

  Time   Location   Activity 
      
  4:30 p.m.  Atrium    Check-in & Enjoy Refreshments 
         Explore Joslyn
 
  5:15 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  Welcome & Introductions
         Talk
   
  6:20 p.m.  Varies (see below  Workshops
     for locations)  

  7:30 p.m.  Atrium    Turn in Evaluations & Pick up materials

Image DetaIls (from top): Thomas Hart Benton, (American, 19th Century), The Hailstorm, 1940, tempera on canvas mounted on panel, 33 
x 40 in, Gift of the James A. Douglas Memorial Foundation; John Steuart Curry (American, 1897–1946), Manhunt, 1931, oil on canvas, 
30 x 40 1/4, Museum Purchase; Grant Wood (American, 1891–1942), Stone City, Iowa, 1930, oil on wood panel, 30 1/4 x 40 in, Gift of 
the Art Institute of Omaha. Art © Figge Art Museum, successors to the Estate of Nan Wood Graham/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY



MEET THE PREsEnTERs

Spencer Wigmore was raised in Elk River, Minnesota and is a recent graduate of Northfield, Minnesota’s Carleton College.  There 
he received his B.A. with distinction in Art History, and his senior thesis talk was on Thomas Cole and American landscape. Spencer’s 
primary academic interests include American landscape, Western American painting and English Pre-Raphaelitism. He is currently the 
Weitz Family Intern at Joslyn Art Museum.  He plans to continue on to graduate school next year to pursue a PhD in art history, with 
the goal of either becoming a curator or a professor in the field of American art.

Tomie Green has been a teacher with OPS for 18 years.  During that time, he has always been a strong proponent of using art and 
drawing to fire a child’s imagination in the various subject areas.   He also uses drawing as a behavioral modifier with some of his more 
challenging students.  Tomie Green worked at a child-care center for 5 years while attending college.  He has also worked as a profes-
sional storyteller for about the last 12 years.  Tomie is a licensed instructor of both Tae-Kwon-Do and Nin-Jut-Su.  He often uses art as 
a way to interpret movement during Martial-arts instruction.  The majority of his working career has involved children in one capacity 
or another.  Recently he has had his artwork displayed here in Omaha and continues to expand his interest into various art forms.
 Personal philosophy.  There is no way for all to see the world the same way.  Each of us has our own set of baggage tagging 
along behind us.  This baggage shades our views of what we like, what we do, how we respond, and what we want.  When we draw, 
paint, write or perform, we give hints of the world as we see it.  It not ours to judge, it is only ours to experience.

Michael Young is currently Co-Director of the Omaha Public Schools Teaching American History Grant.  He is a retired history/
department chairperson at Burke High School.  He has a master’s degree in American history from UNO.  He worked for the Nebraska 
Educational Telecommunications and the Nebraska State Historical Society to develop the text and documents for the initial Nebraska-
history.org website located at http://nebraskastudies.org/

Carter Leeka is currently Fine Arts department head at St. Albert Catholic Schools in Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he teaches general 
music 7-12 and instrumental music 4-12. He serves on the Professional Leadership Team, guiding the implemention of the Iowa Core 
Curriculum. For the last six years he has been involved in developing and teaching VSA Arts of Iowa’s “Arts for Children” classes, fo-
cused on helping teachers to integrate the arts into their curriculum. He is in his second year serving on the mentor team for Joslyn Art 
Museum’s “Thursdays for Teachers” program.
 Carter has worked in all aspects of musical theatre production, from performing to directing to technical theatre. He has 
taught at the elementary, secondary and college levels. As an educator, he has lead student groups on a variety of music trips and to 
Spain, France, England and Italy. He uses these experiences to bring music to life by integrating culture, the arts, literature and history 
into his lessons. His educational background includes a BFAE degree in music education from Wayne (NE) State College, a MA degree 
from Ball State (IN) University in music performance and numerous workshops and classes on fine arts, music and current educational 
topics.


