
Joslyn Art Museum 
February Program
3rd Quarter – Asian Art and Ancient Egypt

This program is supported by the generous contributions of the The Holland 
Foundation, Iowa West Foundation and The Sherwood Foundation.
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  ASIAN Art Workshop
“So, we’re doing this unit on Japan. Wouldn’t it be cool if……”  
[Incorporating Japanese Arts Activities into your Classroom]
 This workshop will present activities you can use to engage your students while enhancing 
their study of Japan and Asia. Art teacher Julie Daigle and music teacher Carter Leeka will lead you 
through hands-on activities including Gyotaku fish printing, Sumi painting, singing traditional songs, 
playing the recorder to create the experience of the Shakuhachi and creating a “nature-themed” Haiku 
performance. The workshop will end with a musical and artistic experience that involves the entire class. 

  Ancient EGYPT Workshop
  A Late Egyptian Queen:  The Joslyn Portrait of Amenirdas I.

One of the landmark objects in the Joslyn’s collection, the portrait of Amenirdas I, emerged from Egypt 
in tumultuous times and finally found its way to Omaha in the 1950s.  Misidentified at first, it was finally 
attributed to the Queen in the course of the assembling of a momentous art exhibition by a curator 
visiting from New York.  With Dr. Greg Bucher, you will consider the object’s provenance, give a formal 
description of it, and consider the evidence that was used to correctly identify it.

Next, embark on a journey with UNO Service Learning Academy staff to explore Egyptian themes in 
cross-curricular activities.  Your first adventure will be a hands-on project using Amenirdas I as your 
guide.  Then with your peers, continue to uncover themes and develop Egypt-related activities to take 
back and use in your classroom.

  Time   Location   Activity 
      
  4:30 p.m.  Atrium    Check-in & Enjoy Refreshments 
         Explore Joslyn
 
  5:15 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  Welcome & Introductions

  5:25 p.m.  Storz Fountain Court  ASIAN Art Workshop
     Founder’s Room   Ancient EGYPT Workshop
   
  7:30 p.m.  Atrium    Turn in Evaluation  
         Pick up Materials



Meet the Presenters

Julie Daigle is a teacher at Morton Magnet School in Omaha, Ne. She has traveled around the country and has 
taught art in Florida, Las Vegas, Wyoming, and New Mexico. She has been a member of the textbook adoption 
and curriculum writing committees for the districts in which she has taught. Julie also taught art classes for the 
Albuquerque Museum. She enjoys learning about cultures and incorporates my aspects of her travels into her 
classroom experiences. Julie creates art of all types including jewelry, sculpture, photography, painting, fused 
glass, printmaking, and drawing. 

Carter Leeka is currently Fine Arts department head at St. Albert Catholic Schools in Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he 
teaches general music 7-12 and instrumental music 4-12, and serves on the Professional Leadership Team. Having directed 
the instrumental program for the last 20 years, he also teaches classes in music appreciation, fundamentals of music theory 
(both for college credit) and world music. The last five years he has been involved in developing and teaching VSA Arts of 
Iowa’s “Arts for Children” classes. These classes focus on helping teachers to integrate the arts into their curriculum.  Carter 
has worked in all aspects of musical theatre production, from performing to directing to technical theatre. He has taught 
at the elementary, secondary and college levels. As an educator, he has lead student groups on a variety of music trips and 
served as a sponsor and staff chaperone on student trips to Spain, France, England and Italy. He uses his travel experiences to 
bring music to life by integrating culture, the arts, literature and history into his lessons.  Carter’s educational background 
includes a BFAE degree in music education from Wayne (NE) State College, a MA degree from Ball State (IN) University in 
music performance and numerous workshops and classes on fine arts, music and current educational topics.

Professor Greg Bucher, a native of California, comes from a family with very old Nebraska roots.  He studied 
Physics and Classics at the University of California at San Diego, and earned the PhD in Classics at Brown.  
He is a fellow of the American Academy in Rome, the American School of Classical Studies in Athens, and 
the Center for Hellenic Studies.  He has worked at Creighton since 2001, and is currently an Associate 
Professor of Classical and Near Eastern Studies.  He has just finished a three-year term directing the 
Classical Summer School of the American Academy in Rome, and will next year be the Professor in 
Charge of the Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies in Rome.  His research interests are focused on 
Roman historiography and Roman portraiture, having in the latter case worked for some years on three 
unpublished portraits in the Joslyn’s collection.

The Service Learning Academy at the University of Nebraska at Omaha was established in 1999.  That year, seven 
courses taught at UNO engaged 133 students in service learning; today over 1600 are involved in service learning courses.  
As the Service Learning Academy has developed, grant funds have allowed for a collaboration between the P(re)K-12 
schools in the Omaha metropolitan area and UNO to come together in service learning project development.  PK-12  
teachers and UNO faculty members meet classroom learning objectives while meeting community needs and providing 
relevancy and application opportunities for coursework in a real-world setting.  Paul Sather, the Director of the Service 
Learning Academy, is a former faculty member in Social Work at UNO.  Sather is extremely active in the Omaha community 
and has been recognized in numerous ways for his service to the community.  Julie Dierberger, the P-16 Coordinator in 
the Service Learning Academy, has been developing service learning experiences in various professional capacities at UNL, 
Midland Lutheran College, and UNO.  She provides service learning curriculum development workshops for PK-12 teachers 
and UNO faculty members twice a year on the UNO campus.
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Images (from top):  Shokyusai, Japanese, Netsuke; Kitsune (Fox) Priest, 19th century, 
stained ivory, 4 x 1 1/2 x 7/8 in., Gift of John B. Sumner;  Unknown Artist, Egyptian, 
Kushite (Nubian), Amenirdas I, the Divine Consort, Third Intermediate Period, 25th 
Dynasty, 700 B.C.E. Height: 25 1/4 in., Museum Purchase.


