
Exercise – Writing a Creative Brief

What Is a Creative Brief?

Advertising agencies, graphic designers, and other 
creative professionals often use a creative brief to help 
define the critical parameters of a design project. Creative 
briefs are sometimes written by the client who has hired 
the creative professional; if the client isn’t familiar with 
writing one, the creative professional(s) will “interview” 
their client to get the necessary information.

A creative brief will provide a road map to the team 
working on the project. It helps them focus on relevant 

information, key objectives, and ultimately, identify the 
goal(s) of the design project, as well as what deliverables 
would be most effective in achieving those goals.

Exercise

In a real world situation, much of the information on a 
creative brief would come from the client. But, for this 
exercise, you’ll play both client and creative professional, 
and make up answers for your fictional client.

Who is the Client?

What’s the name of their company?

Are they national? Regional? Local?

What differentiates this company from its competitors?

What Does the Client Want to Achieve?

For the exercise, you’ll all use the same goal:  
increase sales through an advertising campaign

Who is the Target Audience?

Age Range: Gender:

Profession:  Income:

What do they value? Brands they identify with:

What Are the Product Features & Benefits?

Feature:

 
Benefit:

 
Feature:

 
Benefit:

What Are Some Adjectives /  
Key Words That Go with the Product?

Where Are the Best Places  
to Reach the Target Audience?

Online? Magazine Ad? TV Commercial?  
In-Store Promotion?

Fisk Rubber Co. Strong, yet f lexible rubber

Ample cushioning to save occupants 
from fatigue

Ribbed tire treads

minimize gas consumption

Magazine ads, road side ads
filling stations

substantial
attractive
top notch

luxury
durable
dependable

National

35-50 Male

Banker, Industrialist upper class
$50 - 95K

high quality,
style

Rolex
Forbes
Lexus

Well known, has a reputation for making 
economical yet stylish tires


