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    Diego the Artist

Diego Rivera was a great painter from Mexico, born on December 8, 1886. Even as a child Diego knew he wanted 
to become a professional artist. He began taking art classes at age 9, and by age 11 he was a full time art student. 
Diego studied hard and even went to Europe to meet other great artist and to study other great works of art. While 
in Europe Diego painted in the mixed up style of Cubism. When he returned to Mexico he painted in a more realist 
style inspired by the Renaissance fresco murals he saw in Italy. Diego Rivera used his paintings and murals to cel-
ebrate the poorest people of Mexico as well as Mexico’s most ancient cultures. Diego Rivera soon became famous 
for his wonderful mural paintings and was called upon to make them throughout Mexico and the United States. 
Not everyone liked his murals however, some did not like that the poor people got all of Rivera’s attention and that 
often times he made rich people look like villains. Diego did not let this stop him and he continued to paint what 
he thought was important until his death on November 24, 1956. 1, 2

Ofrenda Symbols

Diego Rivera
1887-1957

Portraits

Pictures of the 
deceased are 
typically put in 
the center of the 
ofrenda

cempazuchitl

This is a yellow or 
orange marigold set out 
to direct the spirits to the 
alter with their bright 
color and potent smell

Candles

Candles are placed on the 
ofrenda to lift the prayers 
of the living and guide the 
spirits to the alter

Pan de Muerto

The “bread of the dead” 
comes in all shapes, but 
typically has dough in the 
shape of bones, made into 
a cross on the top

Ofrendas &  dia De los Muertos
Ofrendas are small memorial altars made by people in their homes to celebrate deceased family members as a part 
of Dia de los Muertos (The Day of the Dead). The Day of the Dead combines ancient Mexican traditions with the 
Catholic celebration of All Saints Day & All Souls Day, and is held on November 2nd. Dia de los Muertos is a 
happy celebration with feasts, music, and dancing. 3

Food

The favorite foods of the 
deceased are put on the 
alter for nourishment after 
the long journey from the 
afterlife

 Salt & Water

Salt & water represent on-going life

Personal Items

Items that the deceased en-
joyed in life are often put 
onto the alter, like Diego’s 
hat & paintbrush

Calaveras 
Small, decorat-
ed sugar skulls 
that represent 
death
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Archway

The archway, often made from 
cornhusks or decorated with mari-
golds, represents the portal from 
this world to the afterlife.


