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Andrew Borowiec 
A Riley Contemporary Artists Project Gallery Exhibition 

 
Opens February 7 at Joslyn Art Museum 

  
 (Omaha, NE) – Beginning February 7 and continuing through May 17, Joslyn Art Museum presents an 

exhibition of the work of Andrew Borowiec (b. 1956, New York, NY). Borowiec has been photographing the 

Midwestern industrial landscape for thirty years. Stretching east from New York State through Pennsylvania 

and into Ohio, the “Rust Belt” was the epicenter of the nation’s steel and coal industries from the turn of the 
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nineteenth century. Beginning in the mid-1980s, however, the region sank into a steady economic decline that 

transformed once thriving communities into ghost towns. Recovery seemed to be on the horizon in the early 

2000s, as plans were made to grow new businesses, repurpose former industrial sites, and construct new 

housing. Yet, when the United States slipped into recession in 2008, the Rust Belt was once again deeply 

affected. It was in this climate that Borowiec embarked on a new project, intending to trace the rebuilding 

process. Instead, he began photographing an environment where boarded-up storefronts, dilapidated houses, 

and abandoned street corners occasionally abut glimpses of the American dream. 

Borowiec’s exhibition in Joslyn’s Riley CAP Gallery will feature a selection of color photographs from The 

Post-Industrial Rust Belt (2009–2012). Informed by the cultural, political, and economic histories of the sites 

he explores, as well as by his own personal experience of those locations, Borowiec presents a portrait of a 

quintessentially American landscape that is at once sobering and hopeful. 

Admission to Andrew Borowiec is included in Joslyn’s free general Museum admission. 

***** 

 A Dialogue with the Artist 

The public is invited to hear Andrew Borowiec discuss his work with Karin Campbell, Joslyn’s Phil Willson 

Curator of Contemporary Art. The talk is Thursday, May 7 at 6:30 pm (cash bar opens at 5 pm) at the Museum. 

Admission is free. 

About Joslyn’s Riley CAP Gallery 

A 500-square-foot space in the Scott Pavilion suite of galleries, the Riley CAP Gallery showcases nationally- 

and internationally-recognized artists, as well as emerging talent, selected by Joslyn curators. A rotating  

schedule of carefully focused exhibitions will examine how artists engage with the world and respond to the 

issues that challenge them creatively, bringing new perspectives on contemporary art to Nebraska.  

Riley CAP Gallery artists will be invited to Joslyn for lectures and other public programs, giving audiences 

the opportunity to gain insight into creative processes and contribute to an expanded dialogue about new art. 

The first Joslyn gallery dedicated exclusively to living artists, the Riley CAP Gallery represents an important step 

in making contemporary art an even more integral component of the Museum’s exhibition programming. 
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PICTURED (PAGE 1): Charleroi, Pennsylvania, 2009, inkjet print, © Andrew Borowiec and Lee Marks Fine Art 
 

 
 
 
 



Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest 
quality, fostering appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 

 

Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha 
from Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper 
Union. The Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 
38 types of marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built 
in 1994, was designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum 
features galleries, a 1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, 
sculpture garden, café, shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration (new in 2014). 

General Museum Admission: Free (the Andrew Borowiec exhibition is included in free general Museum admission).               
Regular Museum Hours (includes exhibition): Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; 
closed Monday and major holidays.   
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