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Joslyn Art Museum Welcomes New Associate Curator of European Art 
 
 Omaha, NE – Joslyn Art Museum announces the appointment of Taylor J. Acosta, Ph.D., as the Museum's new 

associate curator of European art. A scholar of nineteenth-century European painting, Dr. Acosta has worked as 

a curator in institutional and private contexts. Most recently, she was at the Minneapolis Institute of Art (Mia) 

as a curatorial intern, supported by a graduate research fellowship from the University of Minnesota. While 

there, she co-curated the exhibition International Modernism: Art in a Fast-Changing World, a thematic 

installation of paintings, drawings, sculpture, design, and photography from Mia’s permanent collection.   

Prior to her work with Mia, she served as the curator of a prominent private collection. Dr. Acosta earned a 

Ph.D. in art history from the University of Minnesota in 2018, and her dissertation, “Real and Ideal: The Realism 

of Jules Breton,” offered a critical reexamination of the work of the French painter and poet Jules Breton and of 

nineteenth-century Academic and Realist art. She also holds a Master of Arts in art history from the University 

of Minnesota, a Master of Letters in the history of art and connoisseurship from the University of Glasgow, and 

a Bachelor of Arts from Dartmouth College.  

She notes, “I have long admired Joslyn’s distinguished European paintings collection, and I am so pleased to 

have the opportunity to build on the Museum’s rich history of scholarship and exhibitions in this area. This is 

such an exciting time to be joining the Museum, and I look forward to working with the dedicated staff and 

board and to engaging with the broader community of Omaha.” 

Joslyn executive director and CEO Jack Becker said, “Taylor’s primary focus is the intersection of Realism, 

Naturalism, and Impressionism, which complements Joslyn’s renowned collection of nineteenth-century French 

painting very well. She arrives with a breadth of knowledge of European art, collecting, and curating and we are 

delighted to have her on staff.” 

Dr. Acosta began work at Joslyn on January 2, following the late 2018 departure of Dana E. Cowen, Ph.D., 

who left Joslyn for The Ackland Art Museum at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she is the 

inaugural Sheldon Peck Curator for European and American Art before 1950. 

 

  N E W S  R E L E A S E  

2200 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102    Phone: 402-342-3300    Fax: 402-342-2376    www.joslyn.org 



For more information, contact Amy Rummel, director of marketing and public relations, at  

arummel@joslyn.org or (402) 661-3822.  
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Our Mission — Joslyn Art Museum collects, preserves, and interprets the visual arts of the highest quality, fostering 
appreciation and enjoyment of art for the benefit of a diverse audience.  
Our Vision — To be cherished and respected as a premier art museum. 
 
Joslyn Art Museum showcases art from ancient times to the present. The Museum was a gift to the people of Omaha from 
Sarah Joslyn in memory of her husband, George, who made his fortune as president of the Western Newspaper Union. The 
Museum’s original 1931 building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation, with 38 types of 
marble from seven countries. The Walter and Suzanne Scott Pavilion, a 58,000-square-foot addition built in 1994, was 
designed by renowned British architect Norman Foster as his first U.S. commission. The Museum features galleries, a 
1,000–seat concert hall, fountain court, education technology gallery, lecture hall, classrooms, sculpture garden, café, 
shop, and Art Works, an interactive space for art exploration. 

General Museum Admission: Free (additional charge for some special exhibitions).                
Regular Museum Hours (includes exhibition): Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am–4 pm; late ‘til 8 pm on Thursday; closed 
Monday and major holidays.   
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