
 
 
 

Gather your students around the framed reproduction of Stone City, IA by 
Grant Wood and create your own storytelling session. 

 
Rita Paskowitz suggests this format for discovering and creating a “group story” 
that makes sense in regard to a work of art… 
 

• This is not about being silly or smart or getting attention. It’s about being a 
detective who "solves" the story based on clues provided by really 
connecting with an artwork. It demands listening and cooperation and 
results in stories that are intelligent, logical, and a great deal of fun.   

 
• This can be done with ANY work of art - no matter how abstract.  Shapes, 

colors, patterns, textures - all of these are pieces of a puzzle that can be 
put together into a story of surprising depth and meaning.   

 
• Don't be afraid – just dive in and your creativity will keep you afloat! 

 
Instructions: 
 

1.  Find the thing in the artwork that is most interesting to you.  Ask and 
answer whatever question that interests you the most deeply –  i.e., Who 
is that woman in the red dress? 
 
2.  Ask and answer the next question that would bring the story forward.  It 
must relate to the first question – i.e., Why is she crying? 
 
3.  Continue asking and answering questions that build upon or grow from 
what was asked and answered before – i.e., Who is that child standing 
beside her? 
 
4.  Someone should act as the leader - keeping the story moving and 
reiterating the story as it blossoms and grows. 
 
5. Keep the interaction going until everyone has participated and a REAL 
STORY - one with a beginning, a middle, and an end; having a "where," a 
"when," the necessary number of "whos," and, of course, a "why," and 
"how" - has been created. 
 

 
You may contact Rita Paskowitz through the Nebraska Arts  
Council at 402.595.2122 or http://www.nebraskaartscouncil.org/  

 

Storytelling Workshop 


