
Joslyn Art Museum 
September Program
1st Semester – Art of the American West

This program is supported by the 
generous contributions of the 
The Holland Foundation and 

Iowa West Foundation.

Photographing the Contemporary Landscape 

Toby Jurovics, Chief Curator and Holland Curator of American Western Art, will discuss the 
ways photographers have portrayed the landscape during the last three decades, moving 
away from the concept of “landscape as wilderness” to a more holistic view that engages 
natural history as well as the impact of exploration, development, and culture.

Art and Biodiversity of the American Landscape
[start in Gallery 11, then Storz Fountain Court & Discovery Garden]

Tour the captivating exhibit AMERICAN LANDSCAPE: Contemporary Photographs of the West with prairie ecologists, LaReesa 
Wolfenbarger and Alicia Mullarkey. Grasses are the dominant feature of native prairie ecosystems. The workshop will include 
identifying common grass species, pressing plants to use as study specimens (an art!), and learning how Native Americans used 
prairie grasses. 

Relationship Between Art, Advertising and Graphic Design
[start in Omaha Steaks Conference Room, then Gallery 9E & back to OSCR]

Graphic design instructor Jim Wolf will talk about how the worlds of fine art, advertising 
and graphic design have been intertwined throughout the history of these related disciplines. 
You’ll also learn about and write your own creative brief, a basic conceptual tool used in 
advertising and design.  Spencer Wigmore, Joslyn’s Weitz Family Intern, will join Jim to share  
his knowledge about N.C. Wyeth’s Untitled (Illustration for Fisk Cord Tires Advertisement, 1919).

Art of the American West Adventure
[start in Abbott Lecture Hall, then American Galleries]

Travel back in time with seasoned docent Beth Howard as she takes you through reinstalled American Galleries.  Highlights of the
tour include focusing on the explorer artists Karl Bodmer, Alfred Jacob Miller and Thomas Moran to learn more about the impact and 
importance of their work.  Depictions of the west from the 1830s to the early 1900s will inspire ideas about how to incorporate art 
into every discipline.  The final highlight of your quest will be N.C. Wyeth’s Untitled (Illustration for Fisk Cord Tires Advertisement, 1919).

  Time   Location   Activity 
      
  4:30 p.m.  Atrium    Check-in & Enjoy Refreshments 
         Explore Joslyn
 
  5:15 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  Welcome & Introductions
         Talk
   
  6:20 p.m.  Varies (see below  Workshops
     for locations)  

  7:30 p.m.  Atrium    Turn in Evaluations & Pick up materials

Images (from top): William Wylie, Looking North, near Udall Natural Area, 1996, gelatin silver 
print, Courtesy of the artist; Newell Convers Wyeth, Untitled (Illustration for Fisk Cord Tires 
Advertisement, 1919), canvas mounted to masonite, oil, 32 x 71 1/2 in., Joslyn Art Museum



MEET THE PREsEnTERs

Toby Jurovics is the Chief Curator and Holland Curator of American Western Art at the Joslyn Art Museum. Prior to joining Joslyn, 
Mr. Jurovics was a curator of photography at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and the Princeton University Art Museum. An 
expert on the nineteenth and twentieth century photographic history of the American West, he is the author of essays on Thomas 
Joshua Cooper, John Gossage, Emmet Gowin and the New Topographics. In the spring of 2010, he organized the first retrospective 
on Timothy H. O’Sullivan in three decades, Framing the West: The Survey Photographs of Timothy H. O’Sullivan, and has organized 
numerous exhibitions by contemporary artists, including Robert Adams, Lewis Baltz, Barbara Bosworth, John Gossage, Emmet Gowin, 
and Edward Ranney.

L. LaReesa Wolfenbarger is an Associate Professor of Biology at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She conducts research 
on animal species of conservation concern in the Great Plains, mostly focusing on birds and how habitat and landscape impact where 
they occur and how well they produce offspring. She teaches courses in Conservation Biology, Fauna of the Great Plains, Environmental 
Problems and Solutions and Introductory Biology at UNO. LaReesa holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from University of 
California – Los Angeles and a PhD in ecology and evolutionary biology from Cornell University. Prior to moving to Omaha in 2001, 
she worked for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, DC on the science and policy issues related to conservation 
and ecology. 

Alicia Mullarkey is the Preserve Manager for the University of Nebraska at Omaha Department of Biology.  Her position involves 
habitat management and environmental education at Allwine Prairie Preserve and T.L. Davis Preserve, which are both located within 
the Omaha Metropolitan Area.  Alicia holds a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science and a master’s degree in Conservation 
Biology and has been involved with prairie ecology and restoration for the past 9 years in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, and Nebraska. While 
in graduate school, she was a National Science Foundation fellow, working with middle school and high school teachers to develop 
inquiry-based science lessons. She currently works with teachers and students in the Omaha Metropolitan Area to educate students 
about the tallgrass prairie in Eastern Nebraska. 

Jim Wolf is currently full-time faculty in the Graphic Communication Arts & Design department at Metropolitan Community 
College in Omaha, NE. Jim teaches a range of courses including beginning typography and layout, history of graphic design, as well as 
the graphic design sequence of courses that culminate in a final portfolio. Jim joined the faculty at MCC in the Fall of 2005.  Prior to 
being a design educator, Jim worked at Handelan-Pedersen in Chicago, IL, as an account manager, senior designer and IT coordinator, 
which means he can talk to clients, prepare budgets, execute design concepts through finished layouts and replace a faulty hard drive.  
Jim joined the board of directors of AIGA Nebraska in July of 2009 as the director of finance, and was appointed as president of the 
chapter in July 2010. Jim received his BFA in graphic design from Eastern Michigan University the same year that the first version of 
Netscape Navigator was released.

Beth Howard grew up on a farm near Shenandoah, Iowa and attended a one room country school.  After graduation from the 
University of Iowa, she moved to Washington, DC where she attended Georgetown University Law Center at night while working for 
United Airlines during the day.  She obtained my JD degree, with specialization estates, trusts, and taxation in 1967 and spent over 
35 years in the bank trust industry.  Fifteen of those years were at American Security in Washington, DC (now Bank of America) just a 
block from the White House.  Beth retired from SunTrust Bank in Richmond, Virginia in  2003 and returned to her Midwestern roots by 
choosing retirement here in Omaha.  As soon as she arrived, she became a member of Joslyn, which became a very important part of 
her life.  She entered Docent training in 2006 and has never looked back – “being a Docent at Joslyn is so rewarding.”

Spencer Wigmore was raised in Elk River, Minnesota and is a recent graduate of Northfield, Minnesota’s Carleton College.  There 
he received his B.A. with distinction in Art History, and his senior thesis talk was on Thomas Cole and American landscape. Spencer’s 
primary academic interests include American landscape, Western American painting and English Pre-Raphaelitism. He is currently the 
Weitz Family Intern at Joslyn Art Museum.  He plans to continue on to graduate school next year to pursue a PhD in art history, with 
the goal of either becoming a curator or a professor in the field of American art.


