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Founding of the French Academy and the Academic Tradition in French Art  
Presented by Professor Jan Lund, Creighton University
Academic Art refers to the tradition of painting and sculpture taught at the academies, or art 
schools, of Europe. First established in Renaissance Italy, academies flourished in the 19th century 
and prescribed strict guidelines for the production of works of art. The most important academy, 
and the one upon which many others were modeled, was the French Academy.  This talk will trace 
the founding of the French Academy and its impact on French and art.

Painter of Peasants
Presented by Art Specialist Mary Gallagher, Fullerton Magnet Center

French Academy artist, Jules Breton idealized the lives of the poor and working class when creating works 
such as The Gleaners and Joslyn’s The Weeders. He described the subjects of his works as performing “obscure 
acts of heroism”.  To glean* some insight into the life of Jules Breton, we will be creating a small concertina 
pocket book to hold notes and sketches.  You can use this project in your classroom for teaching math 
(measurements), writing, poetry, geography (map making) or whatever your imagination can GLEAN!
*glean [gleen] -verb: 1.) to gather grain or other produce left by reapers; 2.) to gather information or material bit by bit. 

Rules and Rebels 
Presented by Docent Norma Fuller, Joslyn Art Museum
Travel back to the 19th century where you have just been requested to be members of the jury of the 
French Salon in this interactive experience.  First you are given the criteria for judging, and you are 
shown examples of what has been accepted and what has not been accepted in the past.  You are then 
asked to make a judgment and vote either “accepted” or “not accepted” for each of the four artworks I 
have selected from Joslyn’s permanent collection.  Following that, we discuss your choices.  The young 
people really seem to enjoy it when they participate in this exercise during a school visit, and you will too!

  Time   Location   Activity 
      
  4:30 p.m.  Atrium    Check-in & Enjoy Refreshments 
         Explore Joslyn
 
  5:15 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  Welcome & Introductions

  5:25 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  FoundIng oF tHE FREnCH ACAdEMy &  
         tHE ACAdEMIC tRAdItIon In FREnCH ARt
         presented by Jan Lund
   
  6:30 p.m.  Founder’s Room   PAIntER oF PEAsAnts with Mary gallagher 
     gallery 4   RuLEs & REbELs with norma Fuller



Meet the Presenters

Jan Lund is adjunct assistant professor at Creighton University in the Department of  Modern Languages and Literatures,  
where she is in her 9th  year on the faculty, teaching French.  Born and raised in Council Bluffs, she was educated at the 
University of Iowa and at the Sorbonne, University of Paris where she completed the Degré Supérieur of French language 
and civilization with a minor in art history. Before joining the Creighton faculty Jan taught at Brownell-Talbot School 
and subsequently for 21 years at Ralston High School where she led an annual student trip to France. In 2000 the French 
Ministry of Education conferred upon Jan, France’s highest education honor, the distinction of  Knight of the Order of the 
French Academic Palms. In  2006 she was inducted into the Abraham Lincoln High School Alumni Hall of Fame.

Mary Gallagher is a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Art 
Education and is the recipient of several Printer’s Awards 
for her small-edition artist’s books: Amanda’s Thursday 
and Elemental Haiku. She has been teaching art for Omaha 
Public Schools for 16 years.

Norma Fuller is a docent at Joslyn.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Communications.  Her post graduate studies in art 
history were at George Washington University and the Corcoran Art Museum in Washington, D.C.  She also gives this tour, 
“Rules and Rebels”, in French if requested.  She has been active in other areas of the museum as a Past President of JAMA, 
a member of the Board of Governors, a member of the Acquisitions Committee, and she set up a program of travel to visit 
other museums in our country and overseas. 
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Image & DetaIls:  Breton, Jules (1827-1906), French, The Vintage at Château Lagrange, 
1864, oil on canvas, Gift of the Friends of Art Collection, Joslyn Art Museum.


