
Joslyn Art Museum 
October Program
1st Quarter – Modern & Contemporary Art

Time   Location    Activity 
      
4:30 p.m.  Atrium    Check-in & Enjoy Refreshments, Tour Information
 
5:15 p.m.  Abbott Lecture Hall  Welcome & Introductions

5:25 p.m.  Varies (See Below)   Workshop Rotation I
   
6:30 p.m.  Varies (See Below)   Workshop Rotation II

7:30 p.m.  Atrium    Turn in Evaluation & Pick up Materials

 

Meet the Presenters
A Conversation with Two Sisters
(Meet in the Gallery 13)
 Robin Bellows Griess and Debra Bellows Wesselmann are the younger 
sisters of the late nationally known realist artist Kent Bellows.  Robin is a floral 
designer, interior designer, and watercolorist.  She is married with three sons.  
Debra is a mental health therapist and co-founder of the Attachment and 
Trauma Center of Nebraska. She is married and the mother of three and has 
three grandchildren.
 After their brother’s unexpected death in 2005, the sisters were determined to do what they could to preserve Kent’s memory 
and artistic legacy.  Their first step was to begin the work of locating Kent’s art and collecting accurate data in order to begin the 
creation of a complete catalogue raisonne.
 Several months after Kent died, the Bemis held a small retrospective which brought an enormous number of people, includ-
ing teachers and classes of students, to view Kent’s work.  The response to this retrospective convinced Deb and Robin that Kent’s 
studio building should be preserved, and a decision was made to create a nonprofit organization, located in the studio building, for 
the community.  Robin and Deb felt Kent’s studio would be a wonderful place of inspiration for the community, as it was for Kent, 
as well as a place to learn about creative expression.   Kent had been a mentor to many artists and musicians.  He had encouraged 
people to follow their dreams and helped them network and make connections that would positively impact their careers.  There-
fore, Deb and Robin, their families, and a couple of his close friends, felt that an organization that provided mentorship was a very 
appropriate way to extend his legacy.  In 2007 the small group of passionate family and friends co-founded The Kent Bellows Studio 
and Center for Visual Arts, now located in Kent’s preserved studio building.  The mission of the organization is to ignite the creative 
spark in young artists and their mentors.  The Studio is already in its 7th semester of educational programming, pairing professional 
artists with approximately 40 artistic high school students each semester.
The Kent Bellows Studio and Center for Visual Arts collaborated with Joslyn Art Museum to provide the current exhibit of 72 works 
of art created by Kent over the span of his lifetime.

Beyond the Stick Figure
(Meet in the Storz Fountain Court)
 Julie Daigle is a teacher at Morton Magnet School in Omaha, Ne. She has traveled around the country and has taught art in 
Florida, Las Vegas, Wyoming, and New Mexico. She has been a member of the textbook adoption and curriculum writing commit-
tees for the districts in which she has taught. Julie also taught art classes for the Albuquerque Museum. She enjoys learning about 
cultures and incorporates my aspects of her travels into her classroom experiences. Julie creates art of all types including jewelry, 
sculpture, photography, painting, fused glass, printmaking, and drawing. 

This program is supported by the generous contributions of the The Holland 
Foundation, Iowa West Foundation and The Sherwood Foundation.
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Kent Bellows, Two Sisters, 1970, acrylic on canvas
Lent by Phyllis Bellows.
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Kent Bellows, Over the Mermaid Lounge, 1992, pencil, 
charcoal, and pastel on paper
Lent by Kathleen and Ross Bellinghiere.


