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Joslyn Art Museum   
WORKSHOP – Production – Shades of Green  

Grant Wood, Stone City, Iowa 
 
Presenter:   
 

Carey Hernandez 
Carey teaches children art classes at Joslyn Art Museum.  She is Nebraska and Iowa certified to teach 

art K-12.  Carey has taught both elementary and high school students in the public schools and served as 
the Assistant Director of Education of the Iowa Children's Museum.  She graduated with honors from the 
University of Iowa, where Grant Wood taught.  Carey has a spent many years living in eastern Iowa where 
Wood lived and painted.  She has visited Stone City and the house used in American Gothic. 

 
Overview:  
Often exploring ones cultural heritage includes intangible attributes or artifacts from past generations. One of 
these attributes is color.  

Grant Wood painted what he knew best, Iowa.  In Stone City, Iowa, Wood depicted the small rural 

village that later became the site of a short-lived artist colony.  Grant Wood's landscapes are dominated by 
the color green.  In this lush river valley of Iowa, green is more than just a color.  It is so lush and varied that 
the color is felt.  One can almost breathe in the color, feel it and smell the green. This green uniquely 
represents this part of Iowa in late spring. 

 
Objectives: 

• Learn about Grant Wood and his work. 
 

• Understand and discuss how color can relate to cultural heritage and specific times/places. 
 

• Explore color theory and mixing. 
 

• Create as many tints and shades of green as possible.  
 

Activity / Production: 
We will discuss the power of color in our own lives and what colors dominate our own heritage.  Participants 
will be challenged to make as many tints and shades of green as possible and paint these on a chart.  If time 
allows, the participant will paint a landscape using all of their newly mixed greens. 
 
Extensions: 

• Find tints and shades of one color in magazines or on paint sample chips.  Create a collage with the 
findings. 

 

• Paint a landscape with the colors created and then write a story about the place. 
 

• Create a poem about a color.  Why is that color important to you? 
 

• Write a story about one of Grant Wood’s paintings.  Can you relate to his paintings or is your 
experience completely different?  What places would you paint? 

 

• Grant Wood didn't have much money to spend on art supplies.  Draw farm animals on brown paper 

bags or the back of cereal/cracker boxes just like he did. 
 
Resources: 
Wood, Grant. Stone City, Iowa. 1930. Joslyn Art Museum. 
 
Duggleby, John. Artist in Overalls: The Life of Grant Wood. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1995. 


