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Qing Dynasty 

So
ur

ce
:  

ht
tp

://
up

lo
ad

.w
ik

im
ed

ia
.o

rg
/w

ik
ip

ed
ia

/c
om

m
on

s/
th

um
b/

b/
b1

/T
he

_K
an

gx
i_

Em
pe

ro
r.j

pg
/3

83
px

-T
he

_K
an

gx
i_

Em
pe

ro
r.j

pg
 

  Late 16th Century – nomadic tribes unite into 
Banner Groups and become the Manchu 

  Have own written language            
  Qing Dynasty formed in 1644 after the 

Manchu defeated the Han armies south of the 
Great Wall 

  Last dynasty and considered the most 
successful dynasty to rule China 

  Emperor Kangxi, ruler when the Eight-Panel 
Screen was created 

  Comissioned great works of reference 
  Established workshops in the Forbidden 

City 

  Re-established the importance of Imperial 
kilns 

  Qing Dynasty ended in 1911  



Eight-Panel Screen 

Special thanks to Maggie Lee, Hong Kong Polytechnical University for translation and content information 



Eight-Panel Screen 

  Family 

  Large family units 

  Valued sons more than daughters 

  Family honor – family name good reputation 

  Marriages were arranged 

  Bird and Flower 

  Dragons 
  Five-clawed – Emperor 

  Four-clawed – Princes & high-ranking officials 
  Three-clawed – General public 



Eight-Panel Screen 

  Family life has always been extremely important to Chinese culture as Chinese lived in 
large family units.  As many as 100 or more relatives lived together under the rule of 
the oldest male.  The ideal was “five generations under one roof.”  However, those who 
lived this way were mainly families of rich rural landowners, wealthy merchants, and 
government officials.  Among the common people, most households consisted of only 
parents and children, but some included grandparents and uncles. 

  Chinese families traditionally valued sons far more than daughters.  A husband could 
divorce his wife if she failed to give birth to sons.  Only men were expected to work 
outside the home as wives stayed home to do housework, cook and attend to the 
children. 

  Relationships within families were extremely formal in Traditional China. Family honor 
was emphasized greatly as members of the family, especially of the younger 
generation, were expected to “know their place” in society and to give the family 
name a good reputation.  Parents also expected their children to show unquestioning 
obedience.  Marriages were arranged by parents, much of which were decided when 
children were infants.  Most brides and grooms did not see or know each other until 
the wedding day. 

  Maggie Lee, Hong Kong Polytechnical University  



Eight-Panel Screen 

Family 

Bird and Flower 

Dragons 

TRANSLATIONS* 

*Refer to Teaching Poster for panel translations 



Eight-Panel Screen 

Traditionally, Chinese people do not pay a lot of attention to birthdays until they are 60 years old.  The 
60th birthday is regarded as a very important point of life and therefore is often a big celebration.  All 
eight panels allude to purity, righteousness, dignity, integrity and longevity, those characteristics scholars 

strive to emulate.  The segments at the bottom allude to the ideal of purity and personal integrity. 



Eight-Panel Screen 

  Characters 

  Gold Confucian calligraphic symbols 

  Birthday & other auspicious wishes 

  21 columns per panel + 4 character lines 

  Orchids and Grasses 

  Symbol of the neglected scholar, moral virtue & 
fertility 

  Symbol of perfection, abundance & higher growth 

  Orchid – one of the four nobles which symbolize rarity, 
preciousness, & refinement 

  Four nobles – Orchid (summer), Bamboo (Winter), 
Chrysanthemum (Autum), & Plum Blossom (Spring)   

*Refer to Teaching Poster for panel translations 



Lacquer 

  Developed as early as 
the Shang Period (1600-
ca. 1100BC) 

  Poisonous in liquid state 

  Cinnabar – red color 

  Multiple applications – 
each needs several days 
to dry 

  Hundreds of layers for 
this screen 

  Qing dynasty – lacquer 
work is an art form 

*Refer to Teaching Poster for additional information 



Dragons – Classroom Activity 

  Deconstructing the Dragon 

  Deer antlers 

  Camel head 

  Devil eyes 

  Snake neck 

  Clam belly 

  Carp scales 

  Hawk talons 

  Tiger paws 

  Bull ears 

*Refer to Deconstructing Dragon in Teacher Support Materials for additional information 
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Works of Art – Classroom Activity 

  Language Arts  

  Radical Rebuses.  Rebuses or “visual puns” are used in Chinese 
culture.  For example, the character for bat and the character for 
happiness are different, but their pronunciations are the same.  It is 
for this reason bats are a symbol of happiness.  Have students 
create rebuses for their name. 

 +                = Isaac 

Sample Rebus 



Works of Art – Classroom Activity 

  Language Arts  

  Traveling Adventures.  When people 
would travel, they would carry round 
pieces of jade and the “wish” is that 
they travel safely.  Since their robes 
do not have pockets, the carry the 
jade on a rope which is represented 
on the box.  Have students imagine 
they have this box and have them 
write stories about a real trip or a 
dream trip that they could put in this 
box. 

Imperial box with rope motif 



Works of Art – Classroom Activity 

  Science 

  Enamel or Cloisonné Process.  Learn 
more about the enamel process.  A 
contemporary version could be the 
sun-catcher glass kits.  When baking 
the sun-catchers, discuss at what 
temperature glass melts.  Also, talk 
about the history of enamels – when 
these works were created, they were 
fired in wood burning ovens.  How 
could they then control the 
temperature to bake the works at the 
correct temperature? 

Imperial seal vermillion box 



Works of Art – Classroom Activity 

  Science 

  Wood Test.  Study the Imperial table 
screen.  Chinese artisans used different 
types of wood.  For example they 
would use zitan wood that is so dense 
it sinks in water.  Develop some 
experiments to compare different 
types of wood and their properties.  

Imperial table screen 



Textiles 

  Status and Rank – The status and rank of persons 
in the Imperial court were identified by specific 
colored robes, roundels and insignia 

  Iconography – Diagonal lines represent the 
depths of the water with waves on top and 
mountains emerging to represent the earth and 
dragons floating in a cloud-filled sky. 

  Robes 

  Emperor – Bright yellow robe with nine five-
clawed dragons 

  Heir to the throne – Orange or apricot 
yellow robe 

  Imperial Clan – Golden yellow or brown 
robe.  Lower ranking Imperial clan members 
wore four-clawed dragons 

  Lower-ranking nobels – Dark blue robes 

Twelve-symbol Imperial Robe 



Textiles 

  Roundels & Insignia Badges 

  Roundels represented heaven and the emperor along with members of the 
Imperial clan would wear them. 

  Circular – related to the heaven    Bird badges – civil officials 

  Square – related to earth    Animal badges – military officials 

  Hat and Hat Finials 

  Spikes – formal 

  Knobs – less formal 

  Summer hats – conical bamboo with red floss silk fringe 

  Winter hats – round, black, with red floss silk fringe, sometimes with fur 

  Colors – four Manchu military banner regiments:  red, blue, white & yellow 



Textiles – Twelve-symbol Imperial Robe 

Fire 

Source: Ruling from the Dragon Throne Costume of the Qing Dynasty 1644-1911 by John E Vollmer.  

Grains of Millet 

Dragon 

Three-legged rooster 

Constellation of stars 

Sacrificial axe 

Sacrificial cups 

Pheasant 

Mountain 

Moon disc with hare 

Fu 

Water weed 

*Refer to San Diego Museum of Art’s 
Dragon Robe Glossary 
http://www.sdmart.org/
dragonrobes/glossary.html#sov  

*The Twelve Symbols were first 
used by the Han Dynasty (206 
BC-220 AD) and were reinstated 
during the Qianlong emperor. 

*There are nine dragons on the Twelve-symbol Imperial 
Robe.  The ninth is under the shoulder flap. 



Textiles – Classroom Activity 

  Fine Arts 

  Rank and Regulations.  Study the Civil 
and Military Badges.  They were designed 
to represent the universe most with the 
following components sun, clouds, bird or 
animal, water and earth.  In the 
classroom, show students examples of the 
badges and have them create their own 
badge.  *Refer to The Elegance of the 
Qing Court:  Reflection of a Dynasty 
Through Its Art by Fang Jing Pei, Wang 
Peihuan and Judith Rutherford – pages 
21-23 for additional information. 

First-rank military badge 

Summer Surcoat 



Textiles – Classroom Activity 

  Language Arts 

  If this Hat Box Could Talk.  Study the Hat 
Box.  When officials traveled, they 
brought their Qing costume which included 
their hat and its accessories.  Have 
students think about where the officials 
may have traveled and write it from the 
perspective of the hat box.  It could be a 
general story talking about the different 
places or it could be highly descriptive 
detailing every movement of the hat box. 

Imperial hat and box 



Textiles – Classroom Activity 

  Science 

  Distinguishing Dyes.  Study the Robe of 
State.  Take an inventory of the different 
colors found in the robe.  Study the 
different materials used to create the 
dyes used for the threads or the silk of the 
robes.  For example, blue came from 
indigo plants and black came from acorn 
and oak gall.  The Qing Dynasty used 88 
colors with 700 different shades.   Robe of State 



Textiles – Classroom Activities 

  Cultural Connections 

  Cross-Cultural Traditions.  Study the 
Image Robe.  This was used to dress a 
religious figure, and written on the inside 
is the family who presented it and when.  
Have students research this tradition and 
compare it with the Spanish Colonial 
tradition of dressing religious statues as 
well. 

  Forbidden City.  Study the Passport or Tax 
Exemption Certificate.  This was used to 
allow the robes to be moved from place 
to place without being taxed.  Study the 
Forbidden City.  Who lived there?  What 
was each person’s responsibility?  Divide 
up the class and have them do reports on 
each job and share their research with the 
class. 

Image Robe 

Passport or Tax Exemption Certificate  



Porcelain – Classroom Activity 

  Fine Arts 

  Birthday Cup Design.  Study the Birthday 
cup and talk about it’s meaning with your 
students.  It features numerous bats 
representing happiness and the cup’s over 
all meaning has a wish for happiness.  
Using the San Diego Art Museum’s 
Dragon Robe Glossary 
http://www.sdmart.org/dragonrobes/glossary.html#sov 

 as a reference, students should create a 
Birthday cup and talk about its meaning.  
Then they should design a cup using 
western images, possibly matching the 
same sentiment of their eastern version of 
their birthday cup. 

Birthday cup 



Porcelain – Classroom Activity 

  Mathematics 

  Production Line Problems.  Study the 
Imperial yellow vase.  Rather than one 
artisan working on a vase, it would go 
through a production line.  If an imperfect 
vase was found it would be smashed.  
Create story problems such as the 
emperor needs 50 vases and ten workers 
can shape five vases in two hours, then 
how long will it take to create those 
vases?  Take it a step further and 
determine how long it takes from start to 
finish for each vase and determine how 
long it will take to fill the Emperor’s order.   

Imperial yellow vase 



Porcelain – Classroom Activity 

  Science 

  History of HVAC.  Study the Ice chest.  
This was filled with ice and placed on a 
desk near a window so the air would be 
cooled.  Larger versions made of wood 
were used to cool the entire room. Create 
an experiment around that and see how 
many degrees a room may be cooled 
using this method.  Try it with different 
variables such as more ice, less ice, wood 
container or ceramic container. 

Ice chest 



Classroom Activities 

  Cultural Connections 

  Emperors, A Biography.  Talk about the various emperors during the 
Qing Dynasty.  Students may select an emperor to study and create a 
report documenting the successes and challenges during their reign.  
Take note of which objects in the Qing Court exhibition were created 
during their emperor’s reign 

  Language Arts 

  Creative Writing.  Puyi, the last emperor, became an emperor at the 
age of 3.  Have your students imagine that they have just been made 
emperor.  What would they do first?  What country would they rule?  
Would they know what to do? 


