
Captain William Drummond Stewart completed four annual expeditions to the Rocky Mountains and the rendezvous, 
however the one in 1837 was different.  He secured the services of artist Alfred Jacob Miller to visually document the 
trip, and then to create oil paintings and additional artworks upon their return.
 The traveling party’s adventure started in May 1837 as they departed Independence, Missouri.  The members of 
the party included Stewart, Miller, Antoine Clement, Francois Lajeunesse, a cook, three engages and two packers.  Next 
they met up with a crew from the American Fur Company, and the caravan now consisted of 45 men and 20 wagons. It 
headed west passing by Chimney Rock and Scotts Bluffs along the Little Blue River with the first stop of Fort Laramie in 
their sights. Register Rock and Devil’s Gate also are found on Sweetwater River path, and then on to the rendezvous held 
near the confluence of the Green River and Horse Creek in Wyoming.
 The path taken to the Rocky Mountains would later be known as the Oregon Trail.  During the trip they en-
countered a group of Pawnee Indians who turned out to be friendly just wanting payment for the group’s wagon train to 
continue through their land.  Stewart agreed by giving them items such as blankets, knives, tobacco and ammunition.
 When they reached the rendezvous, the Snake Indians made “a grand entrance in honor of Stewart’s arrival.”  
Miller observed hundreds of trappers and thousands of Indians trading, and they became the subjects for many of his 
paintings.  He made sketches of trappers pursuing Indian maidens to create paintings such as his The Trapper’s Bride.
 After participating in the three-week long rendezvous, Stewart’s party headed further west to the Rocky Mountains 
to Wind River country to hunt and then returned to St. Louis in October.  The trip’s outcome for Miller was a hundred field 
sketches that he would use over the next 30 years to create more than a thousand paintings for Stewart and other patrons.
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Timeline

1800 1800  Thomas 
Jefferson is elected as 
the third president of 

the United States.

Discussion Questions
 What do you see?  What emotions are expressed? 

m  

What are the similarities and differences among 
the six versions of The Trapper’s Bride? 

m

Why do you think Miller made the changes he did?
m

Which version do you prefer and why?
m

What story is Miller telling with these paintings?
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Alfred Jacob Miller, born on January 2, 
1810 in Baltimore, MD, is best known 
for his artworks from the journey to 
the Rocky Mountains with Captain 
William Drummond Stewart.  Although 
known for romanticizing the subjects in 
his renderings, Miller is one of the first 
significant artists to paint the Rocky 
Mountains as well as document the fur 
trade industry. 
 While living in Philadelphia 
from 1831 to 1832, Miller had the 
opportunity to study under artist 
Thomas Sully who was considered one 
of America’s best portraitist.  In Paris, 
he studied with a group of artists called 
“The Romantics,” and that sense of 
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Henry Inman, 
American, 1801-1846

Portrait of Sir William 
Drummond Stewart, 1844

Oil on canvas, 
30 x 25 inches

Joslyn Art Museum

Alfred Jacob Miller
American, 1810-1874

The Trapper’s Bride
 1850

il on canvas, 30 x 25 inches
Museum Purchase

Miller rendered at least seven versions of this composition, The 
Trapper’s Bride, and the six available images are pictured here.  Miller 

created the first, largest (eight-by-ten-and-a-half feet), and now missing 
version of this subject while he lived at Murthly Castle with Stewart.  

There are several interpretations of this painting, and according to 
Miller’s notes he says, “The scene represents a Trapper taking a wife, or 
purchasing one.”  Another thought, considered a national explanation, 
it is that the composition represents the bringing together of Indians 
and whites.  While a third interpretation suggests that this artwork 

is actually a metaphor for uniting Baltimore merchants, represented 
by the trapper and western trade markets, represented by the Indian 

maiden.   Miller understood what was happening in the business world 
at this time therefore he created artworks, such as The Trapper’s Bride, 

with symbols of the trade industry in them for Baltimore businessmen 
to purchase to let people know they appreciated art and culture.    

1803  Napolean 
sells more than 800,000 
square miles of land to 
the United States in the 

Louisiana Purchase.
1803-1806  

President Jefferson 
commissions Lewis 
and Clark to explore 
and document the 

new territory.

1810  Alfred Jacob 
Miller is born on January 2 

in Baltimore, Maryland.

1812-1814  The War 
of 1812, war between 
the United States and 

England, starts.

1831-1832  
Miller studies 
portraiture in 

Philadelphia with 
Thomas Sully.

1832-1834  Prince 
Maximilian of Wied-

Neuwied sets out on an 
expedition west with 

artist Karl Bodmer.

1833-1834  Miller studies 
at the École des Beaux Arts and 

travels to Italy.  He returns to 
Baltimore, MD to open a studio.

1837  Miller meets 
Captain William Drummond 
Stewart in April and they set 
out to document the trip to 

the Rocky Mountains.  In July 
they attend the rendezvous 

near the confluence of Horse 
Creek and Green River 

in Wyoming.

1836  Miller 
moves to New 

Orleans, LA and 
opens a studio to 
paint landscapes 

and portraits.

1840  Miller 
lives in Stewart’s 
home, Murthly 

Castle in Scotland, 
creating oil 

paintings of their 
journey to the 

Rocky Mountains.

1842  Miller 
returns to Baltimore, 

MD in April and 
resumes his studio.  
He is known for his 

portraiture and 
American West 

paintings.

1874  Miller 
dies on June 26.

1855

1860

1865

1870

1875

Self-Portrait, ca. 1850
Oil on canvas, 
30 x 25 inches

The Walters Art Gallery,
Baltimore, Maryland

(black & white image)

1855  The Trapper’s 
Bride inspires a passage 

in  Walt Whitman’s 
Song of Myself.

Bartering for a Bride (The Trapper’s Bride), 1845
Oil on canvas, 36 x 28 inches

Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art, Indianapolis, IN

The Trapper’s Bride, n.d.
Watercolor, gouache, glazes, pen and ink, and graphite on paper, 

10 3/4 x 8 3/4 inches
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma

The Trapper’s Bride, 1857-58
Watercolor, with white on blue-gray tinted paper

 12 x 9 3/8 inches
The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, Maryland

The Trapper’s Bride, 1846
Oil on canvas, 35 1/2 x 28 1/2 inches

The Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives of the Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institutions, Baltimore, Maryland.

Photograph by Aaron Levin

Trapper’s Bride, 1840s
Oil on canvas, 19 x 16 inches

Hunter Museum of American Art, Chattanooga, Tennessee
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Scott L. Probasco, Jr.

1852  Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin by 
Harriet Beecher 

Stowe is published.

1858  Baltimore 
merchant, William T. 
Walters commissions 
Miller to create 200 

watercolors including 
his comments with 

each artwork.

1858  Miller 
provides Indian Girls 
Swinging color plate 
for Charles Wilkins 

Webber’s Wild Scenes 
and Song-Birds.

In hunting the Beaver two or more trappers are usually in company.  On reaching a creek 
or stream, their first attention is given to “sign.”  If they discover a tree prostrate, it is 
carefully examined to ascertain if is the work of Beaver, and if thrown for the purpose of 
damming the stream.  Foot prints of the animal on the mud or sand are carefully searched 
for, and if fresh, they then prepare to set their traps.  One of these is baited with “medicine” 
--hidden under water, and attached to a pole driven firmly on or near the bank.  A “float-
stick” is made fast to the trap, so that if the Beaver should carry it away, the stick remains 
on the surface of the water and points out its position.                          -Alfred Jacob Miller

romanticism was reflected in their paintings.  When he returned to 
the states, Miller briefly opened a studio in Baltimore.  That venture 
proved unsuccessful so Miller set his sights on New Orleans 
launching a studio in 1836 with only $30 to his name. 
 1837 proved to be a significant turning point in Miller’s life.  
While attempting to make a successful career out of portraiture, he 
met Captain Stewart, a British Army officer and Scottish aristocrat, 
in April who in turn asked him to document a journey to the Rocky 
Mountains with him.  After returning, Miller started creating oil 
paintings for Stewart while in New Orleans, and then Stewart invited 
Miller to come to his castle in Scotland.  Before he left, Miller had a 
showing of the artworks in July 1838 in Baltimore as well as an 
exhibition in New York City in 1839.  A number of people attended 
as it was their first opportunity to see depictions of the Rocky 
Mountains and Native Americans. In 1842, Miller returned to 
Baltimore to resume his studio and enjoyed a successful career 
creating western paintings and portraiture never returning to the 
West.   Due to poor health and lack of commissions, he retired in 
1872.  Miller never married and died on June 26, 1874.

1861-1865  
The United States 

Civil War

Detail.
The Lost Greenhorn, 1866

Oil on canvas, 17 1/2 x 22 inches
Stonehollow Collection, 

Jackson, Wyoming

Sales of artworks featuring western scenes, such as The Lost 
Greenhorn, were increased during the Civil War.  Miller did not 
witness this scene as it is thought The Lost Greenhorn is based 
on a passage from Adventures of Captain Bonneville (1837) by 
Washington Irving. 

Self-Portrait, n.d.
Pencil on blue-gray paper,

9 x 7 5/8 inches.
Joslyn Art Museum

Pipe of Peace at the Rendezvous, (Camp of the Indians at the Rendezvous 
of the Whites near the Mountains of the Winds), ca. 1839

Oil on canvas, 39 x 67 1/2 inches
Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas

1854  Sir William 
Drummond Stewart 

writes the semi-
autobiographical 

novel Edward Warren.

1814-1816  Sir Walter Scott writes 
Waverly (1814), The Antiquary (1816), A 

Legend of Montrose (1819) and three others 
that were illustrated in Miller’s sketchbook.  
Scott was one of Miller’s favorite authors.

Trapping Beaver, 1858
Watercolor, 9 x 14 inches
The Walters Art Gallery, 

Baltimore, MD

From the Museum to the Classroom Extensions
Fine Arts - The Tribute

Stewart rode a white Arabian horse while on his adventures 
in the American West.  Miller frequently inserted a white horse in 

his artworks as a tribute to his benefactor, Stewart.
- Have each student think of someone important in their life.
- Then have them sketch something that represents that person.
- Next students should create a series of three to five artworks 
featuring this tribute to their important person.
- The series can be related or not, however the one thing that must 
be consistent is the tribute.

Crow Indian on the Lookout
Oil on board, 12 x 9 3/4 inches

Private Collection

Fort Laramie or Fort William on the Laramie, 1851
Oil on canvas, 18 x 27 inches

The Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History & Art

Language Arts - Compare and Contrast
Miller completed field sketches which he then used at Murthly Castle 

and his Baltimore studio to create multiple versions of the same 
subject for his patrons, Stewart and Baltimore merchants.

- Study several different images of two of Miller’s popular subjects, Ft. 
Laramie or The Trapper’s Bride. 
- Have students take a visual inventory of each image.
- Next create a matrix to analyze the similarities and differences 
among the versions.
- Write a report using the information gathered in the matrix.
- Preposition hunt - students can see how they used prepositions in 
their analysis of the artworks.  


