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MUSEUM CLASSROOMto the

Joslyn Art Museum  
Comprehensive Study Lesson Plan 
 

Created by Mary Lou Alfieri, Julie Daigle, Kristy Lee, Carter Leeka, Susan Oles, and Laura Huntimer. 
 

 
4th Quarter – 19th C. French Academic Art 

 
Focus:  Jean-Léon Gérôme and The Grief of the Pasha 

 
Objectives:   

• Recognize the prejudices and stereotypes in the 19th century as well as society today, and 
understand how they can be destructive. 

• Discover how paintings tell a story, and learn how to draw out the story through writing. 

• Demonstrate the tenets of the Atelier method of sight-size drawing and sketching. 

 
Instructional Strategies that Strongly Affect Student Achievement – Robert J. Marzano 
   01 Identifying similarities and differences     06 Cooperative learning 
   02 Summarizing and note taking      07 Setting goals and providing feedback 
   03 Reinforcing effort and providing recognition    08 Generating and testing hypotheses 
   04 Homework and practice      09 Activating prior knowledge 
   05 Nonlinguistic representations 
 

Resources: Check out the Teacher Support Materials online for additional resources. 
 

Suggested Materials: The Grief of the Pasha framed reproduction, Gérôme teaching poster, The Song of 
the Lark excerpt, drawing pencils or charcoal, white paper, plaster casts (or bronzes available through 

Joslyn’s Teacher Resource Center), drawing paper or graph paper, crayons or colored pencils, maps.  
 
Vocabulary:  Academy, Atelier method, casts, estimate, grief, orientalism, pasha, predict, prejudice, sight-

size, social profiling, stereotypes, storytelling, tenets.  
 

Procedure: 
• Engage:  Story Time.  Show students Gérôme’s The Grief of the Pasha.  Read the excerpt from Willa 

Cather’s The Song of the Lark that features The Grief of the Pasha.  Then have students briefly discuss 

what the story in the image could be.     
 

• Art Talk:  Orientalism. Hand out maps to students, and have them mark where they think the 
Orient is located.  Gérôme painted numerous Orientalist scences that focused on the history and 

culture of the Middle East and North Africa.  Discuss what Orientalism is, and what typical scenes 
Gérôme created.  Why is Asia considered Oriental?  Refer to the Teaching Poster for additional 

information. 
 

• History:  Who was Jean-Léon Gérôme? Refer to the talk presented by Jeremy Caniglia at the April 

2011 Third Thursdays for Teachers.  Also refer to the Teaching Poster, Bibliography and Webology in 
Teacher Support Materials for additional information. 

 

• Aesthetics:  The Academy.  Talk about the tenets of the Academy, and how artists learned to create 
works that were so finished it seemed there was an “absence of the hand.”  Focus on the Atelier 
method starting with sight-size, and how artists drew from plaster casts before live models.  Refer to 
the talk and workshop presented by Jeremy Caniglia at the April 2011 Third Thursdays for Teachers.  
This activity leads into Production. 
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• Production:  Atelier Method.  Using plaster cast statues, demonstrate methods for drawing the human 

face.  Then have students try it as well.  Refer to the talk and workshop presented by Jeremy Caniglia 
at the April 2011 Third Thursdays for Teachers. 

 

• Close:  Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words. Gérôme’s work is quite detailed as he tells a story 

through it.  Show students his The Grief of the Pasha again, and have them write the painting’s 
story.  What is the picture telling them?  High school students’ stories should be a thousand 
words, middle school students’ stories should be 500 words and elementary students’ should be 

ten or one hundred. 
 

Extensions: 

• Cultural Connections 1:  Prejudice and Stereotypes.  Study various Gérôme images (specifically ones 

with the Orientalism theme).  Some scholars, such as Edward Said (author of Orientalism) will not 
believe the stereotyping present of the Turkish and Arab culture.  Discuss if this is a true 

representation of this culture in the 19th Century.  Compare it to the stereotyping of Arabs 
following the 9/11 tragedies.  Is social profiling prejudice or not?  A project that ties into this 

topic is have students make up a character, give him/her a job, and a home (city/state).  Then have 
them write out cards to describe this character.  Talk about what prejudices and stereotypes 
become apparent. 
 

• Cultural Connections 2:  Grief.  Discuss grief with your students using Gérôme’s The Grief of the 
Pasha as an example of it.  How do you grieve a loved one?  How do different religions grieve?  What 

or who have you grieved? 
 

• Fine Arts: Oriental Carpet.  Show students Gérôme’s image The Carpet Merchant (on the Gérôme 
teaching poster).  Have students design an oriental carpet.  Look at various examples for 

inspiration.  Consider visiting a carpet store to learn more about makes an oriental carpet unique. 
 

• Language Arts:  Story Starter.  Looking at The Grief of the Pasha, ask students to write about what 

lead up to this picture.  Then address what is going to happen next.  The story needs a beginning, 
middle and end.  Have students then share the stories with the class, and discuss how different 
storylines came from the same image. 

 

• Math:  Candles.  Study the large candles in The Grief of the Pasha.  Take a regular candle and test it.  
Using the data collected from that experiment, estimate and predict how long it will take before these 

candles burn down to the end.   
 

• Science:  Tigers.  How many types of tigers are there in the world?  Using the maps provided in your 
Third Thursdays for Teachers packets, show where the various tigers are from in the world.  Cut out 
images of the tigers and adhere them to the map.  Assign students more in depth study by selecting or 
delegating each person a specific type of tiger. 

 
 

Selected References:  Go online to Teacher Support Materials and review the Bibliography and Webology. 
 


