
 

  

JOSE GUADALUPE POSADA 
AN 1800S PRINTMAKER WHO INFLUENCED ART AND POLITICS 

                                                                                                                                            By Bonnie Cosentino 
 
The Calaveras (animated skeletons) are the most familiar of Posada’s works, and he is even 
attributed with the revival of the Day of the Dead holiday.  Born in 1851, he lived a simple 
life, and used his talents to communicate through his art with the common man.  He 
published wildly vivid political cartoons for newspapers, and worked as a commercial artist. 
He was paid only pennies for each drawing, and it’s estimated that throughout his life, he 
created over 20,000 engravings. Only about 2,000 of these originals have been found today 
and are highly sought after by collectors. He died in poverty in 1913. 
 
His influence has literally circled the globe, and such notable artists as Diego Rivera, Frida 
Kahlo and Jose Clemente have pointed to him as guiding their careers, because they shared 
the mission of moving the common people forward through accessible art forms.  Writers 
also, were among the people he influenced. The great New Yorker journalist Joseph Mitchell 
named Posada as one of his foremost influences, and devoted nearly a quarter of the 
Author’s Note to Up in the Old Hotel to writing about him.  “My respect grows for him all 
the time”, he concluded. 
 
Posada was a social activist liberal, and was run out of town and put in jail many times for his 
unflattering portrayals of the politicians and dictators of the time. His satirical cartoons 
were all the more noteworthy, because a lot of the population could not read.  His depictions 
of skeletons going about the daily business of life were comical, and also served to point out 
that we are all equal in our fragile condition as humans, no matter what our social rank. One 
of the most famous images is called the “Catrina,” and she is a masterpiece at illustrating 
the reality of people winding up as the richest person in the graveyard. 
                                                   
DISCUSSION:  
 
1. Have students view works by Jose Posada and discuss their interpretations and reactions    
2. Discuss the use of art and satire as an influence the political climate then and now 
3. View photos of Diego Rivera’s famous mural “Dream of a Sunday Afternoon”  
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