
Instrument Sculpture Activity 
 
Adapted from: Sound Ideas: Activities for the Percussion Circle, by Doug Goodkin 
  Warner Bros. Publ., 2002   ISBN 0-7579-0988-4 
 
Focus: Visual-Spatial Intelligence 
 
Concept: Three-dimensional group sculpture 
 
Activity:  
 

1. Set out various percussion instruments in an area of the room (front or back, 
wherever you plan to “build” the sculpture). Be sure to have a variety of sizes and 
shapes, with enough so that even the last students picking instruments will have a 
choice. 

2. Explain to students that they are going to create a drum circle composition, using 
the instruments set out for them. Suggest that they make the piece interesting by 
having as many different types of instrument sounds as possible for their 
composition. If you need to review playing techniques before starting, do so. 
Sometimes it is fun to let the students figure out what sounds they can get from an 
instrument. 

3. Have one student select an instrument. And begin a basic beat. As you work your 
way around the room, each student goes to the pile and selects an instrument, 
joining the beat. Once several students are playing, encourage students to add 
rhythms inside the beats. Once all of the students have joined the composition 
with their instrument, let them experiment with sounds coming in and out of the 
ensemble, layering of sounds and changing rhythms and tone colors. You might 
also explore individual instruments (solos) or like instruments (all the shakers 
together). This section could take from 3-5 minutes up to 10-15 minutes, 
depending on class time allotted and how much the students are experimenting 
with the rhythms and tone colors. 

4. When time has come to end the “composition”, have the student who began the 
composition take his/her instrument to the “sculpture area” and place it in an 
interesting place or direction that the others can build from. (I have found it 
easiest to begin with a drum player, building from that point upward and 
outward.) Each student, in the order that they joined the group, stops playing and 
places their instrument, adding to the “instrument sculpture”. When they have 
placed their instrument, each student continues to move to the “groove” that is the 
composition, making a large circle around the sculpture. When all instruments 
have been placed, there should be no sound, only the movement in response to the 
“groove” that was the composition. 

5. Have the students do a “gallery walk” around their sculpture, viewing it from all 
sides and angles. As a wrap-up, have the students write a paragraph on the 
sculpture and how it symbolizes the musical composition. Share with a partner or 
the class. 

 



Variations: 
1. Create specific shapes on the floor (circles, wavy lines, etc.). Make patterns for 

like instruments or unlike instruments. 
2. Do the same activity using found sounds in the classroom (trash can, pencils, 

chair seat, rustling paper, etc) 
3. Have students bring recycled items from home to serve as their sound makers. 

The scupture becomes a “recycled piece” while the composition may be “recycled 
rock”….. 

4. Have the students go into the playground at school and discuver sounds, creating 
a “playground composition”. 
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