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Joslyn Art Museum   
WORKSHOP – Beyond the Melody 
 

Beyond the Melody 
Art is not just brush to paper (canvas). Art is space, line and interpretation.  Here the artist will 
learn how to react, using their whole body. 
 
This is an exercise I use and come back to time and time again. It's to get the artist to a place 
beyond that first stroke, without a plan. You will be reacting to the note of the music, maybe 
rotate your canvas several times during the hour and then move into painting, defining areas 
for darks, then lights, all will have a limited palette, complimentary or harmonious. Others will 
use a grayscale palette. This class moves fast and to the beat of the music 
 
It’s fun, some may hesitate, but in the end they feel lifted and with practice end up with an eye 
for abstract. 

 
 
Presenter:   
 

Jeri Martinez 
In 1985, I began to prepare for retirement from my graphic design job, by attending art club 
meetings, painting workshops, by entering art show competitions through the clubs and by 
setting definite goals. As I progress, I started to participate in local art/craft shows, 
experimenting in all mediums. With each subject I desired to paint, I selected the different 
medium (WC, Acrylic, Pastel, Oil and Fabric painting) to keep the challenge fresh, as well as 
the response or that element of surprise going for me. 
 
With each participation of the shows, I took note as to why I sold and did not sell. Networking 
was key to helping me improve the presentation of my booth as well as pushing me to 
improve, as well as setting more goals to add abstraction to my artwork. 
 
Four years ago. my goal to join a gallery became real. I became a member of the 
Passageway Gallery through the contacts I had made at the workshops as well as the art 
shows. I now show my artwork throughout the year at the Passageway, as well as participate 
in the Summer Arts Festival and the higher end Art Shows.  
 
My God blessed me with this talent and I plan on striving to improve with every stroke.   

 
 


